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Few places on earth are   
as ecologically and culturally diverse as 
Indonesia’s Spice Islands and the Raja 
Ampat Islands. With dramatic landscapes, 
lush forests, a profusion of land and marine 
flora and fauna, friendly islanders and 
incomparable coral reefs for underwater 
exploring, this little-traveled region offers an 
experience unequalled anywhere. There’s no 
better way to explore all of the riches of these 
remote islands than by small expedition ship, 
and our ship, the Coral Discoverer, more than 
fits the bill. As we ply the waters of the Banda 
and Ceram Seas with faculty leaders Rob 
Dunbar and Bill Durham, ’71, soak up this 
wondrous amalgam of sea, sand, coral reefs, 
volcanoes and colorful cultures from the 
comfort of our state-of-the-art ship. Join us  
on this unforgettable adventure! 

Highlights
S N O R K E L  or dive in the 
Raja Ampat Islands, known 
for having one of the most 
marine-rich coral reefs in 
Indonesia’s archipelago.

V I S I T  the remote volcanic 
atoll of Gunung Api to enjoy 
the best shallow snorkel 
and dive site in the Banda 
Islands. 

H E A R about the Dutch–
English conflicts in the 17th 
century over nutmeg on 
Banda Island, original source 
of the sought-after spice. 

B E  A W E D  by the amazing 
Papuan rock art painting 
and burial caves on the 
island of Arguni.

BRETT S. THOMPSON, ’83, DIRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL/STUDY



Stanford Faculty Leaders

S I G N  U P  O N L I N E :  alumni.stanford.edu/trip?spice2020
O R  B Y  P H O N E :  (650) 725-1093

B O B  R I D D E L L ,  ’ 6 9 , 
K I N G D O M  O F  T O N G A , 
2 018

“Stanford 
Travel/Study 
has taken us 
to amazing 
places,  
accompanied 
by amazing  
faculty  
members  
to bring the  
destinations 
to life.” 

R O B  D U N B A R , whose research interests span climate change, marine 
ecology, oceanography, glaciology and conservation science, heads a Stanford 
research group that works on past, present and future climate change as well 
as its impacts on oceanic and coastal environments. He works regularly with the 
United Nations, the United Kingdom, Palau and other island nations to develop 

and implement solutions to environmental and resource problems. Professor Dunbar has been 
studying coral reefs throughout the Pacific and Indian Oceans since 1977. In 2009, 2015, 2017 
and 2019, he led a group of Stanford undergraduates on a 3,500-mile scientific sailing voyage  
from Tahiti through various island groups of the South Pacific.  In 2016, he began a multi-year 
project working on coral reefs of the Chagos Archipelago, Mauritius and the Seychelles. During 
our expedition, Professor Dunbar will speak about the islands, corals and marine environments  
of Indo-Pacific reef provinces. He will also address the geopolitics of sovereignty, fishing rights,  
and oil and gas exploration in the region we are visiting.

W I L L I A M  D U R H A M ,  ’ 7 1 , Bing Professor in Human Biology (emeritus), 
past director of the program in human biology and chair of anthropology at 
Stanford, is an innovative scholar who received a MacArthur Prize Fellowship for 
his research and multiple Stanford awards for his teaching. Bill’s primary interests 
are ecology and evolution, the interactions of genetic and cultural change in human 

populations, and the challenges to conservation and community development in the tropics.  
Bill has two special interests in islands like those we’ll visit on this expedition: 1), in understanding 
the diverse ways island peoples adjust to the finite resources of their homeland, especially in 
the areas of managing fish, forests, fresh water and other “common pool” resources, and 2), in 
using evolutionary analysis (about the origins and local adaptations of island flora and fauna) to 
inform conservation efforts underway today for some of the planet’s most unusual of all species. 
His most recent book project, Exuberant Life (currently under review), explores the lessons from 
evolution for conservation of the wonderfully peculiar organisms of the Galápagos. Bill traces 
these interests in islands to his own educational travels, which he calls “one of the most enriching 
experiences a person can have.”

 



  

TUESDAY TO THURSDAY, 
APRIL 7 TO 9
U.S. / DARWIN, 
AUSTRALIA
Depart the U.S. on Tuesday and 
cross the international date line en 
route to Australia. Arrive in Darwin 
on Thursday and transfer to our 
hotel before joining fellow travelers 
for a festive welcome reception 
and dinner. HILTON HOTEL DARWIN 
(4/9: D)

FRIDAY, APRIL 10
DARWIN / EMBARKATION 
This morning, board our intimate, 
well-equipped expedition ship 
to begin our cruise north to 

Indonesia. CORAL DISCOVERER 
(B,L,D)

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
AT SEA
Spend today at leisure enjoying 
the ship’s amenities as we cross 
the Timor Sea. Join our faculty 
leaders and expedition staff in 
the ship’s lounge for informative 
presentations in preparation for 
our first landing in Indonesia’s 
Pulau Alor. This evening before 
dinner, join fellow travelers, the 
captain and the crew at the 
captain’s welcome reception. 
CORAL DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

SUNDAY, APRIL 12
PULAU ALOR, INDONESIA
This morning arrive at small, 

dramatically rugged Pulau Alor, 
whose inhabitants speak close 
to 50 different languages. Visit 
the lively Kadelang traditional 
market with its unique local 
products. Continue to the 1000 
Moko Museum to learn of the 
ancient history and view artifacts 
of the Alorese people. Return to 
our ship in the late afternoon to 
enjoy some wonderful snorkeling 
nearby. We lift anchor to continue 
our cruise northward just as the 
sun is setting. CORAL DISCOVERER 
(B,L,D)

MONDAY, APRIL 13
PULAU GUNUNG API 
Arrive midday at Pulau Gunung 
Api, a stunning island in the 

middle of the Banda Sea with only 
the peak of its volcano poking 
out of the ocean. Spend the 
afternoon snorkeling among the 
abundant fish and coral above the 
island’s submerged lava flows. 
Lift anchor at sunset, heading 
further north toward the Lucipara 
archipelago. CORAL DISCOVERER 
(B,L,D)

TUESDAY, APRIL 14
LUCIPARA ISLANDS
Wake up to the Lucipara Islands’ 
spectacular group of islands 
and atolls, a piece of paradise 
in the middle of the Banda Sea. 
Despite being isolated, the seven 
islands that make up Lucipara 
exude marine charm. This area is 
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home to various types of coral and 
bivalve marine biota such as clams 
and molluscs and is a resting place 
for sea birds, including sea eagles. 
CORAL DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15
BANDA ISLANDS 
Cruise around isolated Pulau Run, 
one of the Banda archipelago’s 
smallest islands, then continue to 
Zonnegat Strait, where an armada 
of local tribe warriors in traditional 
costume aboard long boat canoes 
(kora kora) lead our ship into the 
Banda Neira cruise port, the 
island chain’s only settlement. 
Watch a traditional Pulau dance 
performance at pier side and visit 

the Rumah Budaya Banda Neira 
cultural center to view some of the 
Banda Islands’ historical artifacts. 
Once prized for their nutmeg, the 
islands are now known for their 
pristine coral reefs and natural 
diversity. Snorkel amid the colorful 
coral reefs that host thousands of 
reef fish and some big predators. 
CORAL DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

THURSDAY, APRIL 16
BANDA ISLANDS
Today, choose from two options: 
snorkel and/or dive above the lava 
flow reef, known for its colorful 
varieties of fish, or go ashore in 
Banda Neira and enjoy shopping, 
perhaps stopping for coffee 
overlooking the Zonnegat Strait. 
This afternoon board our ship and 

cruise toward the Raja 
Ampat archipelago.  
CORAL DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
RAJA AMPAT 
ISLANDS
The islands of Raja Ampat 
offer one of the best 
snorkeling and diving 
spots in the world. Savor 
a morning of exploration 
on Wagmab Island, diving 
among underwater caves 
and sandy slopes, looking 
for schools of bumphead 
parrotfish, wobbegong 
sharks and pygmy sea-

horses. This afternoon, experience 
another amazing snorkel spot at 
Pulau Efna. CORAL DISCOVERER 
(B,L,D))

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
RAJA AMPAT ISLANDS
Enjoy another morning of 
snorkeling in the Raja Ampat 
Islands. This afternoon continue 
to Arguni Island in the Fakfak 
Regency of Indonesia’s West 
Papua Province for some fun 
cultural experiences. CORAL 

DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
ARGUNI ISLAND
Spend half a day on this tiny 
island off the west coast of West 
Papua, just offshore the Bomberai 
Peninsula and south of the 
distinctive Bird’s Head Peninsula 
at the head of Bintuni Bay, where 
fishing is the main industry. View 
mangrove swamps, limestone 
islets and formations, Papuan 
rock art, burial caves and villages 
(some on stilts) as we cruise along 
the shoreline. Dudumunir Cave, 
excavated in 1937-38, has revealed 
a history stretching back at least 
2,000 years. This afternoon, we 
continue to Triton Bay. CORAL 

DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

MONDAY, APRIL 20
TRITON BAY
The Kimana Marine Protected 
Area—with Triton Bay at its 

heart—is the latest frontier of 
diving in Indonesia. First surveyed 
in 2006, the entire region is still 
being explored and new dive and 
snorkel sites are being located 
every year. With its unique 
underwater habitats, colorful 
soft corals, incredible fish life 
and endemic species, Triton Bay 
stands as a time capsule from 
the past—remote, pristine and 
awaiting exploration. Spend a full 
day snorkeling and diving here, 
watching for whale sharks, one 
of Triton Bay’s biggest draws; 
they are attracted to this area by 
the anchovies and other baitfish 
used by locals fishing from the 
bagans (floating fishing platforms). 
This evening, we celebrate our 
adventure as we bid farewell to our 
captain and staff at a reception 
aboard ship before dinner. CORAL 

DISCOVERER (B,L,D)

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
KAI ISLANDS / 
DISEMBARKATION / 
DARWIN, AUSTRALIA
Disembark our ship on Pulau Kai 
and transfer to the Tual airport for 
our charter flight to Darwin. HILTON 
HOTEL DARWIN (B)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
DARWIN / U.S.
Transfer to the airport for 
independent flights home. (B)



Coral Discoverer
Launched in 2005 and completely refurbished in 2016, the Coral 
Discoverer consists of 36 spacious modern staterooms that offer a 
choice of twin or junior king beds. All staterooms have an ocean view, 
en suite facilities, settee, large wardrobe, desk, luggage storage and 
individual air-conditioning controls. Spacious and finely appointed 
public areas include a reference library, lecture lounge, purser’s 
desk, large sun deck and two bars. The restaurant offers buffet-style 
breakfast and lunch service and a three-course table d’hôte dinner 
service. Menus are “modern Australian,” with the chefs seeking out 
the freshest of local ingredients to prepare truly memorable dining 
experiences; all guests are accommodated at a single seating. 
The state-of-the-art Coral Discoverer is equipped with the latest 
technology, active stabilizers, Wi-Fi access and the Xplorer, the ship’s 
specially designed aluminum expedition vessel used for the majority 
of our shore excursions.

BRIDGE DECK

BRIDGE DECK STATEROOM

PROMENADE DECK STATEROOM

Length: 207 feet
Beam: 43 feet
Draft: 10 feet
Speed: 12 knots
Registry: Australia

Program Cost*

Rates per person, based on double or single occupancy, as specified

1            Main Deck, 195 sq. ft.  $14,995 $17,445     

2              Main Deck, 195 sq. ft.  $16,995 $18,845

3            Promenade Deck, 175 sq. ft.  $17,995 $20,445

4            Promenade Deck, 195 sq. ft.  $18,995 $21,845 

5            Bridge Deck, 195 sq. ft. w/balcony $22,995          —                    

   *Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers add $300 per person. 
 ** Single accommodations may be limited to as few as 2 cabins. 

                  DOUBLE         SINGLE**CATEGORY     DESCRIPTION

Cabanas

Sun Deck Bar

WC

Workout
Area

Workout
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Bridge Deck Bar



D A T E S
April 7 to 22, 2020 (16 days)    

S I Z E
This program can accommodate 55 participants. Single accom-
modations are extremely limited; please call for availability. 

I N C L U D E D
2 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations    11-night cruise 
aboard the Coral Discoverer    13 breakfasts, 11 lunches and  
12 dinners    Welcome and farewell receptions    Gratuities to 
guides, drivers and ship crew for all group activities    All tours 
and shore excursions as described in the itinerary    Transfers 
and baggage handling on program arrival and departure days  
  Charter flight from Tual to Darwin on 4/21    Port fees and 

embarkation taxes    Minimal medical, accident and evacua-
tion insurance    Educational program with lecture series and 
pre-departure materials, including recommended reading list, 
a selected book, map and travel information    Services of our 
professional tour manager to assist you throughout the program

N O T  I N C L U D E D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Passport and visa fees  
  Immunization costs    Meals and beverages other than those 

specified as included    Independent and private transfers    
Trip-cancellation/interruption and baggage insurance    Excess-
baggage charges    Personal items such as internet access, 
telephone and fax calls, laundry and gratuities for nongroup 
services

A I R  A R R A N G E M E N T S
You are responsible for booking and purchasing airfare to the 
start location and from the end location of the program. These 
air purchases are NOT included in the program cost. To assist
you in making these independent arrangements, we will send 
you details with your confirmation materials on when to arrive 
and depart.

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
We consider this to be a mildly strenuous program. No prior snor-
keling experience is necessary. However, all participants should 
be comfortable swimming unassisted in open water. Boarding our 
excursion vessel, the Xplorer, is safe and easy; you simply step 
aboard from the Main Deck and the Coral Discoverer’s unique 
hydraulic platform will gently lower the excursion vessel into the 
water, ensuring that you don’t need to clamber aboard or get 
your feet wet (please note that some locations involve wet beach 
landings). Ashore, you must be able to walk moderate distances, 
unaided, along beaches and sometimes over rough terrain, in-
cluding steep and sandy trails. Participants must be physically fit, 
active and in good health. We welcome travelers 15 years of age 
and older on this program.

 

Deposit & Final Payment
A $2,000-per-person deposit is 
required to reserve space for this 
program. Sign up online at alumni.
stanford.edu/trip?spice2020 or call 
Travel/Study at (650) 725-1093. 
Final payment is due 120 days 
prior to departure. As a condition 
of participation, all confirmed 
participants are required to sign a 
Release of Liability.

Cancellations & Refunds
Deposits and any payments are 
refundable, less a $1,000-per-
person cancellation fee, until 120 
days prior to departure. After that 
date, refunds can be made only 
if the program is sold out and 
your place(s) can be resold, in 
which case a $2,000-per-person 
cancellation fee will apply. 

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides 
all travelers who are U.S. or 
Canadian citizens with minimal 
medical, accident and evacuation 
coverage under our group-travel 
insurance policy. Our group policy 
is intended to provide minimal 
levels of protection while you are 
traveling on this program. You may 
choose to subscribe to optional 
trip-cancellation and baggage 
insurance. Information will be 
provided to travelers with their 
welcome materials. The product 
offered includes special benefits 
if you purchase your policy within 
14 days of written confirmation of 
your participation on the trip.

Eligibility
We encourage membership in the 
Stanford Alumni Association as 
the program cost for nonmembers 
is $300 more than the members’ 
price. A person traveling as a paid 
guest of a current member will 
not be charged the nonmember 
fee. To purchase a membership, 
visit alumni.stanford.edu/goto/
membership or call (650) 725-0692.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our 
operators act only as agents 
for the passenger with respect 
to transportation and ship 

arrangements and exercise every 
care possible in doing so. However, 
we can assume no liability for 
injury, damage, loss, accident, 
delay or irregularity in connection 
with the service of any automobile, 
motor coach, launch or any other 
conveyance used in carrying 
out this program or for the acts 
or defaults of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the 
passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the program. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, 
war, quarantine, force majeure or 
other causes beyond our control. 
All such losses or expenses will 
have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. We reserve 
the right to make such alterations 
to this published itinerary as may 
be deemed necessary. The right 
is reserved to cancel any program 
prior to departure in which case 
the entire payment will be refunded 
without further obligation on our 
part. The right is also reserved 
to decline to accept or retain 
any person as a member of the 
program. No refund will be made 
for an unused portion of any tour 
unless arrangements are made in 
sufficient time to avoid penalties. 
Baggage is carried at the owner’s 
risk entirely. It is understood that 
the ship’s ticket, when issued, shall 
constitute the sole contract between 
the passenger and the cruise 
company. The airlines concerned 
are not to be held responsible for 
any act, omission or event during 
the time that passengers are not  
on board their plane or conveyance. 
Neither the Stanford Alumni 
Association, Stanford University 
nor our operators accept liability for 
any carrier’s cancellation penalty 
incurred by the purchase of a 
nonrefundable ticket in connection 
with the tour. Program price is 
based on rates in effect in June 
2019 and is subject to change 
without notice to reflect fluctuations 
in exchange rates, tariffs or fuel 
charges.
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“The opportunity to explore uninhabited atolls and sparsely 
populated islands and to dive pristine coral reefs was  
incredible. A very unique travel experience.”

alumni.stanford.edu/goto/travelstudy
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