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Southern Africa, like all of Africa,   
is a land of tremendous contrast, as evidenced 
by its various ecosystems, wildlife and cultures. 
From the windswept coastline of South Africa’s 
Cape Peninsula to the majesty of Zambia’s 
Victoria Falls and from the bushveld subtropical 
woodland to the open expanses of private 
game reserves and national parks teeming 
with animals, every corner reveals an amazing 
tale of survival and triumph on the continent 
that is home to the origins of human history 
itself. Enriching our journey with his insights on 
the socio-political challenges of the region is 
adjunct professor at Stanford’s Center for African 
Studies, Joel Samoff. With this combination 
of game drives, a look back at South Africa’s 
turbulent past and the end of apartheid, and  
a two-night journey through the heart of South 
Africa on the Rovos Rail luxury train, you’re sure 
to experience the exploration of a lifetime!

CAPTIONHighlights
E X P L O R E  Liliesleaf Farm, 
the once-secret headquarters 
of the ANC’s military wing, 
and Robben Island, the 
apartheid-era detention 
center where Nelson Mandela 
was jailed for 27 years.

M A R V E L  at “the smoke 
that thunders”—Victoria 
Falls, and enjoy a sunset 
cruise along the Zambezi 
River to observe wildlife 
along its shores. 

S E A R C H  for the “Big 
Five”—elephant, rhino, 
buffalo, lion and leopard—
during game drives in 
Botswana’s Okavango Delta 
and South Africa’s Sabi Sabi 
Private Game Reserve.

R E L I V E  the romance  
and elegance of a bygone 
era while aboard the 
meticulously restored, 
Edwardian-style Rovos  
Rail luxury train for two 
nights.

BRETT S. THOMPSON, ’83, DIRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL/STUDY
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“Professor Samoff’s 
lectures were 
excellent and he 
facilitated great 
conversations 
and discussions 
throughout the 
trip—I learned  
a lot!”

J O E L  S A M O F F , an adjunct professor at Stanford’s Center for African Studies, teaches courses 
on foreign aid, public policy and education in Africa. As an educator, researcher and evaluator with a 
background in history, political science and education, he brings to all his courses the scholar’s critical 
approach and the experience of an international development adviser. His research has focused on 
understanding how people—from Kilimanjaro coffee farmers in Tanzania to militant bus drivers in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan—organize themselves to transform their communities. He has long been intrigued 
by the interaction and tensions that link education and politics, especially in Africa’s post-colonial 
development, and has led several summer seminars on South Africa, both at Stanford and in Cape 
Town. During our program he’ll address South Africa’s conflicted history, from its early settlement 
through the Truth and Reconciliation Commission; the challenges of constructing a new South 
Africa; contested post-apartheid transitions, especially regarding education and HIV and AIDS; and 
collaboration and tensions among southern African countries.

— Joined Stanford faculty in 1980
— Adjunct professor, African Studies, since 1995; chair of the Committee on African Studies 

and director, 1984–1985—Center for African Studies, School of Humanities and Sciences, 
Stanford University

— Associate professor, international development education, 1980–1988, Graduate School  
of Education, Stanford University

— Visiting associate professor: graduate school of education, 1993, UCLA, and department  
of political science, 1989–1990, UC-Santa Barbara

— School of Education Award for Excellence in Teaching, Stanford University, 1983
— Member, Think Tank of HakiElimu (Education Rights), a Tanzanian education-based NGO
— Co-author, Capturing Complexity and Context: Evaluating Aid to Education (2016) and 

Education for All: A Global Commitment Without Global Funding (2014)
— Honorary doctorates: University of the Free State, South Africa, 2016, and University  

of Pretoria, South Africa, 2005
— BA, history, 1965, Antioch College
— African Studies Certificate, and MA, political science, 1967, University of Wisconsin
— PhD, political science, 1972, University of Wisconsin



  

WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY,  
JULY 24 TO 26
U.S. / CAPE TOWN, 
SOUTH AFRICA
Depart the U.S. on overnight 
flights, arriving in Cape Town on 
Friday. Transfer to our charming 
and historic hotel, located at the 
foot of Table Mountain. Gather 
this evening for an orientation and 
welcome reception before dinner. 
BELMOND MOUNT NELSON HOTEL 
(7/26: D)

SATURDAY, JULY 27
CAPE TOWN / CAPE  
OF GOOD HOPE /  
CAPE POINT /  
BOULDERS BEACH
Travel along the Atlantic seaboard 
to the Cape of Good Hope 
Nature Reserve, locale of the 
Cape of Good Hope and Cape 
Point promontories. Here the 
windswept terrain and soaring 
cliffs are home to rich and diverse 
fauna and unique flora. Take the 
funicular to Cape Point, the tip of 
the reserve and a dramatic vista 
onto the southern ocean. Visit 
the colony of jackass penguins at 
Boulders Beach before returning 
to Cape Town. BELMOND MOUNT 
NELSON HOTEL (B,L)

SUNDAY, JULY 28
CAPE TOWN /  
ROBBEN ISLAND 
Situated between Table Mountain 
and the Atlantic Ocean, Cape 
Town is often described as one of 
the world’s most beautiful cities. It 
is also a rare cultural gem whose 
cuisine, languages, styles and 
ideas reflect the rich diversity of 
Cape Town’s unique mix of local 
and immigrant communities. 
Board a boat to Robben Island, 
well-known during the struggle 
against apartheid for its detention 
of political leaders and activists, 
including Nelson Mandela, who 
spent most of his 27 years as a 
prisoner here. Ride a cable car 
to the summit of Table Mountain 
to admire the spectacular view, 
then drive through District Six, a 
residential area once ravaged by 
apartheid policies, as we travel 
back to our hotel. BELMOND 
MOUNT NELSON HOTEL (B,L)

MONDAY, JULY 29
CAPE TOWN / EMBARK / 
MATJIESFONTEIN
This morning board our luxury 
train, Rovos Rail, at Cape Town’s 
railway station, and after settling 
in, enjoy lunch in the dining car 
as we travel north. Stop at the 
immaculately preserved Victorian 
village of Matjiesfontein. On our 
stroll through the village, stop at 

the 19th-century Lord Milner 
Hotel. Built during the early stages 
of the Anglo-Boer War, the hotel 
was used as a military hospital for 
British forces during the conflict. 
Visit the impressive Transportation 
Museum with its classic cars and 
steam locomotives, then return 
to our train for a quiet evening 
stationed at Matjiesfontein. 
ROVOS RAIL (B,L,D)

TUESDAY, JULY 30
MATJIESFONTEIN / 
KIMBERLEY
Today ride through the Highveld 
grasslands and the Great Karoo 
plateau with its unique, fossil-rich 
aridity and, after lunch on board, 
arrive in Kimberley, a small town 
famous for the great richness of 
its nearby diamond mines. Visit 
the Mine Museum and the “Big 
Hole,” which people in the area 
claim is the largest man-made 
excavation in the world. This 
excavation was once the site of a 
small hill where diamondiferous 
“blue ground” (kimberlite ore) 
was discovered. Millions of tons 
of ore were removed as miners 
searched for the precious stone 
hundreds of feet below ground. 
Return to our train late this 
afternoon and enjoy dinner and  
a relaxing evening on board. 
ROVOS RAIL (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
PRETORIA / DISEMBARK / 
JOHANNESBURG 
Disembark at the colonial-style 
railway station in South Africa’s 
administrative capital, Pretoria, 
and drive to Liliesleaf Farm, 
former secret headquarters of 
the military wing of the African 
National Congress. It was 
here that prominent leaders of 
South Africa’s anti-apartheid 
movement were arrested in 
1963. After lunch and a tour of 
the facility by Nicholas Wolpe, 
founder of the Liliesleaf Trust 
and the driving force behind the 
farm’s preservation, continue to 
Johannesburg and check in to 
our hotel. FAIRLAWNS HOTEL (B,L,D)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
JOHANNESBURG /  
MAUN, BOTSWANA / 
OKAVANGO DELTA
This morning catch a flight to 
Maun, Botswana’s fifth-largest 
town, then take a charter flight to 
exclusive, five-star tented safari 
camps in the Okavango Delta. 
The two camps available to us 
for the next two nights, Camp 
Xakanaxa (pronounced “Ka-
ka-na-ka”) and Camp Moremi, 
situated in the heart of the Moremi 
Game Reserve on the banks of 
the Khwai River, make ideal bases 
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from which to enjoy Okavango 
Delta land and water safari 
experiences. CAMP XAKANAXA  
AND CAMP MOREMI (B,L,D)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,  
AUGUST 2 & 3
OKAVANGO DELTA
Spend two full days discovering 
the riches of the Okavango 
Delta, one of the world’s greatest 
unspoiled wildernesses. On our 
morning and late-afternoon game 
drives and river safaris, view a 
spectacular range of flora as well 
as the area’s incomparable wildlife, 
including elephants, hippos, lions, 
hyenas and over 400 species of 
birds. CAMP XAKANAXA AND CAMP 
MOREMI (B,L,D—BOTH DAYS) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
OKAVANGO DELTA / 
KASANE / VICTORIA 
FALLS, ZAMBIA
This morning, board a charter 
flight bound for Kasane, and upon 
arrival, drive to Zambia and check 
in to our lovely hotel, located within 
walking distance of Victoria Falls. 
After lunch, admire the falls that 
measure one mile across and drop 
from between 295 to 350 feet 
into the First Gorge. The constant 
mist that’s visible from the winding 
footpath along the rim and gives 
the falls its local name of “the 
smoke that thunders” creates a

lush tropical rain forest-like 
environment. Take a sunset cruise 
on the Zambezi River before 
enjoying an evening at leisure. 
ROYAL LIVINGSTONE HOTEL (B,L)

MONDAY, AUGUST 5
VICTORIA FALLS / 
NELSPRUIT, SOUTH 
AFRICA / SABI SABI 
PRIVATE GAME RESERVE
Fly from Victoria Falls’ Livingstone 
Airport to Neslspruit, South 
Africa, then drive to Sabi Sabi 
Bush Lodge in the Sabi Sabi 
Private Game Reserve, one of 
the first private game reserves 
in South Africa and abutting the 
southwestern border of Kruger 
National Park. Check in to our 
luxury lodge and spend the rest 
of the afternoon and evening at 
leisure. SABI SABI BUSH LODGE 
(B,L,D)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
SABI SABI PRIVATE  
GAME RESERVE
Big game here is plentiful, due  
to the great biodiversity of 
habitat and lack of barriers 
between the Sabi Sabi Private 
Game Reserve and Kruger 
National Park, which is home to 
a spectacular array of wildlife, 
including approximately 200 
indigenous animal species and 
some 300 species of birds.  

Go on an early-morning game 
drive, then enjoy some time to 
savor, at a leisurely pace, the 
amenities of our lodge and its 
surrounding area. This evening, 
take in a spectacular African 
sunset, then celebrate the 
conclusion of our Africa adventure 
with a farewell dinner. SABI SABI 
BUSH LODGE (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 7 & 8
SABI SABI PRIVATE 
GAME RESERVE / 
JOHANNESBURG / U.S.
Board a charter flight bound for 
Johannesburg, where we connect 
to international flights, arriving  
back in the U.S. on Thursday. 
(8/7: B)

VICTORIA FALLS, ZAMBIA

OKAVANGO DELTA, BOTSWANA 

  



  

Rovos Rail
The many pleasures inherent in train travel are grandly amplified aboard the 
distinguished Rovos Rail, our luxurious home and mode of transportation for two 
days during this program. The rail company conducted an extensive search to 
find unique, vintage South African Railway coaches that were then carefully and 
lavishly restored to provide deluxe sleeping accommodations, elegant dining and 
comfortable sightseeing. Each sleeping carriage has either two Royal Suites, 
three Deluxe Suites or five Pullman Suites, all with en suite facilities, individual 
temperature controls, mini-bar, sitting area and wardrobe. Complimentary bar 
service is provided during our time on board, and meals feature the finest in 
continental and local cuisine, including top South African wines.

DELUXE SUITE
108 sq. ft. with shower

Choice of double bed, 
adjoining twin beds or 
L-shaped twin beds

ROYAL SUITE
172 sq. ft. with  
bathtub and shower

Choice of double bed or 
adjoining twin beds

PULLMAN SUITE
75 sq. ft. with shower

Choice of fold-away double 
bed or two fold-away,  
bunk-bed-style twin beds

Program Cost*
  DOUBLE OCCUPANCY     SINGLE OCCUPANCY**

  Pullman Suite $15,995   $19,995

  Deluxe Suite $16,995   $21,395

  Royal Suite $17,985        —
 

  *Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers add $300 per person.
**Single accommodations may be limited to as few as 2 cabins.

DELUXE SUITE



D A T E S
July 24 to August 8, 2019 (16 days)    

S I Z E
This program can accommodate 36 participants. Single accom-
modations are extremely limited; please call for availability. 

I N C L U D E D
5 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations and 5 nights of deluxe 
safari camp accommodations    2-night train journey aboard 
Rovos Rail    12 breakfasts, 11 lunches and 9 dinners    Wel-
come reception    Gratuities to guides, drivers and train crew for 
all group activities    All tours and excursions as described in the 
itinerary    Internal southern Africa fights: Johannesburg/Maun; 
Maun/Xakanaxa; Xakanaxa/Kasane; Victoria Falls/Nelspruit; 
Sabi Sand/Johannesburg    Transfers and baggage handling on 
program arrival and departure days    Minimal medical, accident 
and evacuation insurance    Educational program with lecture 
series and pre-departure materials, including recommended 
reading list, a selected book, map and travel information     
Services of our professional tour manager to assist you  
throughout the program

N O T  I N C L U D E D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Passport and visa fees   
  Immunization costs    Meals and beverages other than those 

specified as included    Independent and private transfers    
Trip-cancellation/interruption and baggage insurance    Excess-
baggage charges    Personal items such as internet access, 
telephone and fax calls, laundry and gratuities for nongroup 
services

A I R  A R R A N G E M E N T S
You are responsible for booking and purchasing airfare to the 
start location and from the end location of the program. These 
air purchases are NOT included in the program cost. To assist 
you in making these independent arrangements, we will send 
you information with your confirmation materials on when to  
arrive and depart.

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
We consider this program to be a moderately strenuous program 
that is at times physically demanding and busy. Daily programs 
involve one to three miles of walking, often on uneven terrain. 
Open-air safari vehicles are used for the game drives. Safaris 
may last several hours at a time and can be dusty and bumpy, as 
roads in the parks are unpaved. Many days have very early starts. 
Our busy excursions contrast with the relaxed pace aboard Rovos 
Rail, time that is enhanced by leisure time. On board Rovos Rail, 
the corridors through and between cars are very narrow (about 
30 inches wide), and one should be able to walk aboard a moving 
train. We expect that participants will be a self-selecting group, 
people who are seeking a true adventure and whose interest in 
the places we visit far outweighs the need for creature comforts. 
Participants must be physically fit, active and in good health.  
We welcome travelers 15 years of age and older on this program.

 

Deposit & Final Payment
A $1,000-per-person deposit is 
required to hold space for this 
program. Sign up online at alumni.
stanford.edu/trip?rovos2019 or call 
the Travel/Study office at (650) 725-
1093. Final payment is due 120 days 
prior to departure. As a condition 
of participation, all confirmed 
participants are required to sign  
a Release of Liability.

Cancellations & Refunds
Deposits and any payments are 
refundable, less a $500-per-
person cancellation fee, until 120 
days prior to departure. After that 
date, refunds can be made only 
if the program is sold out and 
your place(s) can be resold, in 
which case a $1,000-per-person 
cancellation fee will apply. 

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides 
all travelers who are U.S. or 
Canadian citizens with minimal 
medical, accident and evacuation 
coverage under our group-travel 
insurance policy. Our group policy 
is intended to provide minimal 
levels of protection while you are 
traveling on this program. You may 
choose to subscribe to optional 
trip-cancellation and baggage 
insurance. Information will be 
provided to travelers with their 
welcome materials. The product 
offered includes special benefits 
if you purchase your policy within 
14 days of written confirmation of 
your participation on the trip.

Eligibility
We encourage membership in the 
Stanford Alumni Association as 
the program cost for nonmembers 
is $300 more than the members’ 
price. A person traveling as a paid 
guest of a current member will 
not be charged the nonmember 
fee. To purchase a membership, 
visit alumni.stanford.edu/goto/
membership or call (650) 725-0692.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our 

operators act only as agents 
for the passenger with respect 
to transportation and exercise every 
care possible in doing so. However, 
we can assume no liability for 
injury, damage, loss, accident, 
delay or irregularity in connection 
with the service of any automobile, 
motor coach, launch or any other 
conveyance used in carrying 
out this program or for the acts 
or defaults of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the 
passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the program. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, 
war, quarantine, force majeure or 
other causes beyond our control. 
All such losses or expenses will 
have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. We reserve 
the right to make such alterations 
to this published itinerary as may 
be deemed necessary. The right 
is reserved to cancel any program 
prior to departure in which case 
the entire payment will be refunded 
without further obligation on our 
part. The right is also reserved 
to decline to accept or retain 
any person as a member of the 
program. No refund will be made 
for an unused portion of any tour 
unless arrangements are made in 
sufficient time to avoid penalties. 
Baggage is carried at the owner’s 
risk entirely. The airlines concerned 
are not to be held responsible for 
any act, omission or event during 
the time that passengers aren’t on 
board their plane or conveyance. 
Neither the Stanford Alumni 
Association, Stanford University 
nor our operators accept liability 
for any carrier’s cancellation 
penalty incurred by the purchase 
of a nonrefundable ticket in 
connection with the tour. Program 
price is based on rates in effect in 
September 2018 and is subject to 
change without notice to reflect 
fluctuations in exchange rates, 
tariffs or fuel charges.

© COPYRIGHT 2018 STANFORD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Information Terms & Conditions

California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50

TELEPHONE (650) 725-1093    
EMAIL travelstudy@alumni.stanford.edu

  *Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers add $300 per person.
**Single accommodations may be limited to as few as 2 cabins.

DELUXE SUITE



“The trip was so very well-organized, the guides and representatives 
were wonderful, all the places we visited were amazing, the food 
was fabulous and the accommodations were tremendous!” 

alumni.stanford.edu/goto/travelstudy
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