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The Arabian Peninsula has been    
steeped in mystique for centuries. Closed to 
Westerners for many years, the city-states of 
the United Arab Emirates, the State of Qatar 
and the Sultanate of Oman offer a striking 
mosaic of contrasts: gleaming modern cities 
and ancient villages, windswept sand dunes 
and soaring mountains. These off-the-beaten-
path lands, all bordered by the shimmering 
waters of the Persian Gulf, continue to 
tantalize adventurers. Nowhere else do 
elegant veiled women in crystal-sleeved, 
designer abayas and men in perfectly 
pressed dishdashas rub shoulders with 
camel herders, horse trainers and expats from 
around the globe. Join us as we sail amid 
the comforts of the Crystal Esprit to exotic 
destinations that run the gamut from traditional 
souqs to futuristic skyscrapers—all awaiting 
your discovery!

DHOW, OMAN

Highlights
E X P L O R E  the fjord-
like landscape of Oman’s 
Musandam Peninsula 
aboard a traditional  
wooden dhow.

V I E W  the grandeur 
of Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh 
Zayed Grand Mosque, a 
dazzling amalgam of white 
marble, gold leaf and semi-
precious stones.

B E  A W E D  by the I.M. Pei-
designed Museum of Islamic 
Art as well as Education 
City, which houses branches 
of six U.S. universities in 
Doha, Qatar.

E N J O Y  a spectacular 
view of Dubai’s amazing 
building projects from the 
observation deck of the  
Burj Khalifa, tallest building 
in the world.

BRETT S. THOMPSON, ’83, DIRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL/STUDY SULTAN QABOOS GRAND MOSQUE, MUSCAT, OMAN
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S I G N  U P  O N L I N E :  alumni.stanford.edu/trip?persiangulf2020
O R  B Y  P H O N E :  (650) 725-1093

H O N O R E  H I L L M A N , 
’ 78 ,  G R E AT  WA R 
C E N T E N A R Y,  2 018

“Brilliant and 
personable, 
which is  
extraordinary—
and enhanced 
the enjoyment 
of the trip.” 

SHEIKH ZAYED GRAND MOSQUE, ABU DHABI, UAE

J A M E S  S H E E H A N ,  ’ 5 8 , is the Dickason Professor in the Humanities and professor 

emeritus of history at Stanford. His research focuses on 19th- and 20th-century European history, 

specifically on the relationship between ideas and social and economic conditions in modern 

Europe. His most recent book, Where Have All the Soldiers Gone: The Transformation of Modern 

Europe, examines the decline of military institutions in Europe since 1945. He is now writing 

a book about the rise of European states in the modern era. About this program, Jim states, 

“The Persian Gulf has it all: a fascinating natural environment, deep historical connections and a 

strategically vital role in American security policy. It is also close to the center of Islam, a spiritual 

and aesthetic world that I find increasingly fascinating.”

— Dickason Professor in the Humanities, Stanford University

— Professor emeritus, department of history, Stanford University

— Senior fellow, by courtesy, Freeman-Spogli Institute for International Studies,  

Stanford University

— Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching, Stanford University, 1993

— Walter J. Gores Award for Excellence in Teaching, Stanford University, 1993

— Guggenheim Fellow, 2000–2001

— Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences

— BA, 1958, Stanford University

— PhD, 1964, UC-Berkeley



  

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 7 & 8
U.S. / MUSCAT, OMAN
Depart the U.S. on overnight 
flights, arriving in Muscat on 
Wednesday, and transfer to our 
hotel overlooking the Gulf of 
Oman. AL BUSTAN PALACE HOTEL

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
MUSCAT
After a welcome orientation and 
lecture, visit the Sultan Qaboos 
Grand Mosque; the primary place 
of worship in Oman, it is the only 
mosque in the country that allows 
non-Muslims to enter. The main 
hall, which can accommodate 
more than 6,000 worshippers, 
is crowned by an enormous 
chandelier of Swarovski crystal 
and delicate gold-plated metal 
work. Continue to the Omani 
Heritage Gallery, a nonprofit 
that supports Omani artisans 
working in traditional crafts 
such as jewelry, tribal weavings, 
camel trappings, woven baskets, 
textiles, and copper and leather 
articles. End the day at the Bait Al 
Zubair Museum. Built by Sheikh 
Al Zubair as a residence in 1914,  
it was converted into a museum 
by his son in 1998 to display 

a comprehensive collection of
Omani art and artifacts. This 
evening enjoy a welcome 
reception and dinner at our hotel. 
AL BUSTAN PALACE HOTEL (B,L,D)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10
MUSCAT / EMBARK
Begin the day at the Bait Adam 
Museum and view interactive 
exhibits on Muscat’s history and 
culture. Continue to Muttrah 
Souk, the oldest market in Oman 
and an exotic, fragrant treasure 
chest filled with gold and silver, 
antiques, frankincense, clothing, 
toys and spices. Embark our ship 
this afternoon. CRYSTAL ESPRIT 
(B,L,D) 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
MUSANDAM PENINSULA, 
OMAN
The Musandam Peninsula, a 
region of fjord-like landscapes 
and traditional small villages, 
is one of the Gulf States’ last 
wilderness areas. Board a 
traditional wooden dhow to 
access scenic inlets, and snorkel 
near a coral reef to view butterfly 
fish, groupers and even dolphins. 
CRYSTAL ESPRIT (B,L,D) 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
ABU DHABI, UAE
This morning arrive in Abu  
Dhabi, capital of the UAE and 
largest of the seven emirates. 

Visit the majestic Sheikh Zayed 
Grand Mosque, a dazzling mix 
of white marble, gold leaf, semi-
precious stones, crystals and 
ceramic tiles. Continue to the 
newly opened Louvre Abu Dhabi 
Museum on Saadiyat Island, 
with 12 galleries masterfully 
curated in partnership with the 
Louvre Paris. Admire the stunning 
floating dome of light designed by 
renowned architect Jean Nouvel. 
Also visit Masdar City, a $20 
billion enterprise showcasing Abu 
Dhabi’s investments in renewable 
energy and green technology. 
CRYSTAL ESPRIT (B,L,D) 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13
ABU DHABI
Spend the morning enjoying an 
introduction to the fascinating 
world of falconry in the company 
of a trained falconer. Continue 
to Qasr Al Hosn, the oldest 
stone building in Abu Dhabi 
and experience the history of 
Abu Dhabi through a series of 
exhibitions. CRYSTAL ESPRIT (B,L,D) 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
DOHA, QATAR
Doha is the fast-growing capital  
of Qatar, and an important  
Middle Eastern financial center. 
Explore the Museum of Islamic 
Art, designed by I.M. Pei and 
located on the city’s Corniche. 

This architectural gem houses 
collections of metalwork, 
ceramics, jewelry, woodwork, 
textiles and glass dating from 
the 1600s to the 1900s. Stroll 
through Souq Waqif, founded 
a century ago and noted for 
offering traditional garments, 
spices and handicrafts. Continue 
to Education City, which covers 
more than five square miles 
and houses facilities for pre-
school through graduate-level 
research and education, as 
well as branches of six U.S. 
universities and several European 
educational institutions. Conclude 
the day at the Doha Racing and 
Equestrian Club, where horse 
racing is serious business and 
horses, which have played an 
important role in the history of the 
Arab world for centuries, live like 
royalty. CRYSTAL ESPRIT (B,L,D) 
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MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC ART, DOHA, QATARSAND DUNES NEAR THE INLAND SEA, QATAR

JANUARY 3 TO 8
 
OMAN’S INTERIOR

Explore Bedouin culture on this four-night 
pre-cruise extension in Oman. Explore forts, 
date plantations, orchards and mountain 
villages in the awe-inspiring Al Hajar 
Mountains; visit Sinaw Souq; and meet a 
Bedouin family at the Sharqiya Sands, a vast, 
undulating red-and-white sea of sand dunes 
that rise to more than 650 feet high.
 

JANUARY 17 TO 18  
 
DUBAI, UAE 
Explore “Old Dubai” on this one-night 
post-trip extension. After disembarking the 
Crystal Esprit, board an abra (water taxi) to 
cross Dubai Creek and explore the historic 
Bastakia district. Learn about Dubai’s his-
tory at Al-Fahidi Fort and Dubai Museum, 
and enjoy lunch and a special presentation 
on Islam at the Sheikh Mohammed Centre  
for Cultural Understanding. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
DOHA
This morning travel over towering 
sand dunes in four-wheel-drive 
vehicles to Qatar’s magnificent 
Inland Sea, a shallow tidal lake 
with a narrow outlet to the sea and 
shores in both Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia. After lunch in the desert, 
return Doha and depart for Dubai. 
CRYSTAL ESPRIT (B,L,D) 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
DUBAI, UAE
Explore modern Dubai, including 
the Burj al Arab Hotel, which soars 
1,053 feet above the ground and 
is located on an artificial island 
connected to Jumeirah Beach; Ski 
Dubai, an indoor ski resort complete 
with ski slopes, toboggan and sled 
runs, giant snowballs, ice caves  
and resident penguins; and Burj 
Khalifa, at 2,722 feet the tallest 
artificial structure in the world. From 
an observation deck on the 124th 
floor, marvel at the panoramic views 
of the surrounding city. Celebrate 
our journey with a farewell reception 
and dinner on board our ship this 
evening. CRYSTAL ESPRIT (B,L,D) 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
DUBAI / DISEMBARK / U.S.
Disembark the Crystal Esprit  
and transfer to the airport for  
flights home. (B)

Optional Extensions

Additional details and pricing for both extensions will be sent to confirmed participants.



Crystal Esprit
Launched in 2015, this newly refurbished, 31-stateroom yacht offers 
an atmosphere of classic elegance mixed with modern comfort. Each 
suite features a master bedroom with a flat-screen high-definition 
TV and interactive bedside iPad, lounge area and custom-designed 
bathroom with high-end finishes and modern technology. Wi-Fi and a 
private butler are provided for each suite. The ship’s two restaurants 
feature innovative and locally sourced cuisine from award-winning 
chefs, and the ship’s recreational facilities include a swimming pool, 
sauna, gym, spa and a variety of aquatic equipment. 

Program Cost*
 

Rates are per person, based on double or single occupancy, 
as specified.
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 *Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers add $300 per person.
**Single accommodations may be limited to as few as 2 cabins.

CATEGORY/DESCRIPTION   DOUBLE         SINGLE**

Yacht Suite 4  $12,990     $19,490

Yacht Suite 3 $13,490     $20,240 

Yacht Suite 2 $13,990     $20,990 

 

Yacht Suite 1 $14,990      —

Owner’s Suite $21,990      —

Seabreeze Deck, 223 sq. ft.,  
queen or twin beds, shower, sofa 

Seabreeze or Horizon Deck, 280 sq. ft.,  
king or twin beds, shower, sofa

Seabreeze Deck, 280 sq. ft.,  
king or twin beds, shower, sofa 

Horizon Deck, 280 sq. ft., king  
or twin beds, shower, sofa

Seabreeze Deck, 515 sq. ft., king bed, 
bathtub with separate shower, sofa

 

SUITES 1, 2 & 3
   SUNSET          CRYSTAL
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D A T E S
January 7 to 17, 2020 (11 days)     

S I Z E
This program can accommodate a total of 48 participants,  
including travelers from Stanford and Princeton Universities. 
Single accommodations are extremely limited; please call  
for availability.

I N C L U D E D
2 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations    7-night cruise 
aboard the Crystal Esprit    9 breakfasts, 8 lunches, 8 dinners     
Butler service available upon request    Wine, beer, champagne, 
spirits and soft drinks at lunch and dinner on the Crystal Esprit    
Welcome and farewell receptions    Gratuities to guides, drivers 
and ship crew for all group activities    All tours and shore ex-
cursions as described in the itinerary    Transfers and baggage 
handling on program arrival and departure days    Port fees and 
embarkation taxes    Visa fees for Oman, Qatar and the UAE    
Minimal medical, accident and evacuation insurance    Educa-
tional program with lecture series and pre-departure materials, 
including recommended reading list, a selected book, map and 
travel information    Services of our professional tour manager  
to assist you throughout the program

N O T  I N C L U D E D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Passport fees     
Immunization costs    Meals and beverages other than those 
specified as included    Independent and private transfers    
Trip-cancellation/interruption and baggage insurance    Excess-
baggage charges    Personal items such as internet access, 
telephone and fax calls, laundry and gratuities for nongroup 
services

A I R  A R R A N G E M E N T S
You are responsible for booking and purchasing airfare to the 
start location and from the end location of the program. These 
air purchases are NOT included in the program cost. To assist
you in making these independent arrangements, we will send 
you details with your confirmation materials on when to arrive 
and depart.

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
We consider this program to be moderately active. Daily excur-
sions involve as many as three miles of walking in one day, in 
some cases, over terrain that is uneven or cobblestoned. In some 
instances, such as museums, guided tours require standing in 
place for up to two hours at a time and climbing up and down 
several flights of stairs that may not have handrails. Many sites 
and buildings do not have elevators and also do not allow buses 
to pull up in front, thus requiring a walk of several minutes to 
reach the entrance. Most days will be long and busy. Participants 
must be physically fit, active, in good health and able to keep up 
(unassisted) with a group moving at a moderate, steady pace. We 
welcome travelers 15 years of age and older on this program.

 

Deposit & Final Payment
A $1,000-per-person deposit is 
required to reserve space for this 
program. A $200-per-person  
deposit is required to hold space  
for each of the optional extensions. 
Sign up online at alumni.stanford.
edu/trip?persiangulf2020 or call  
the Travel/Study office at (650)  
725-1093. Final payment is due 
120 days prior to departure. As 
a condition of participation, all 
confirmed participants are required 
to sign a Release of Liability.

Cancellations & Refunds
Deposits and any payments are 
refundable, less a $500-per-
person cancellation fee, until 120 
days prior to departure. After that 
date, refunds can be made only 
if the program is sold out and 
your place(s) can be resold, in 
which case a $1,000-per-person 
cancellation fee will apply. 

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides 
all travelers who are U.S. or 
Canadian citizens with minimal 
medical, accident and evacuation 
coverage under our group-travel 
insurance policy. Our group policy 
is intended to provide minimal 
levels of protection while you are 
traveling on this program. You may 
choose to subscribe to optional 
trip-cancellation and baggage 
insurance. Information will be 
provided to travelers with their 
welcome materials. The product 
offered includes special benefits 
if you purchase your policy within 
14 days of written confirmation of 
your participation on the trip.

Eligibility
We encourage membership in the 
Stanford Alumni Association as 
the program cost for nonmembers 
is $300 more than the members’ 
price. A person traveling as a paid 
guest of a current member will 
not be charged the nonmember 
fee. To purchase a membership, 
visit alumni.stanford.edu/goto/
membership or call (650) 725-0692.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our 
operators act only as agents 

for the passenger with respect 
to transportation and ship 
arrangements and exercise every 
care possible in doing so. However, 
we can assume no liability for 
injury, damage, loss, accident, 
delay or irregularity in connection 
with the service of any automobile, 
motor coach, launch or any other 
conveyance used in carrying 
out this program or for the acts 
or defaults of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the 
passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the program. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, 
war, quarantine, force majeure or 
other causes beyond our control. 
All such losses or expenses will 
have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. We reserve 
the right to make such alterations 
to this published itinerary as may 
be deemed necessary. The right 
is reserved to cancel any program 
prior to departure in which case 
the entire payment will be refunded 
without further obligation on our 
part. The right is also reserved 
to decline to accept or retain 
any person as a member of the 
program. No refund will be made 
for an unused portion of any tour 
unless arrangements are made in 
sufficient time to avoid penalties. 
Baggage is carried at the owner’s 
risk entirely. It is understood that 
the ship’s ticket, when issued, shall 
constitute the sole contract between 
the passenger and the cruise 
company. The airlines concerned 
are not to be held responsible for 
any act, omission or event during 
the time that passengers are not  
on board their plane or conveyance. 
Neither the Stanford Alumni 
Association, Stanford University 
nor our operators accept liability for 
any carrier’s cancellation penalty 
incurred by the purchase of a 
nonrefundable ticket in connection 
with the tour. Program price is 
based on rates in effect in February 
2019 and is subject to change 
without notice to reflect fluctuations 
in exchange rates, tariffs or fuel 
charges.
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California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50

TELEPHONE (650) 725-1093    
EMAIL travelstudy@alumni.stanford.edu

Yacht Suite 4  $12,990     $19,490

Yacht Suite 3 $13,490     $20,240 

Yacht Suite 2 $13,990     $20,990 

 

Yacht Suite 1 $14,990      —

Owner’s Suite $21,990      —



“Thoughtfully planned, and a trip that attracts a  
like-minded group of travelers. One of the best 
groups we’ve traveled with.”

alumni.stanford.edu/goto/travelstudy

BURJ AL ARAB HOTEL, DUBAI, UAE
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