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Highlights
E X P L O R E  the Istrian 
Peninsula, home to  
charming fishing ports 
and beautifully preserved 
Roman ruins.

A D M I R E  spectacularly 
hued waterfalls and 
meandering springs  
at Plitvice Lakes  
National Park.

S A V O R  fresh seafood, 
wine and local hospitality 
on a private island off the 
Dalmatian coast.

Croatia is a small country  
in the Balkans with surprising diversity, combining 
a rich historical heritage and natural beauty with a 
taste of some of Europe’s best seafood, olive oils 
and wines. Here, past rulers and civilizations have 
left their mark in beautifully preserved architecture 
that dots the landscape: Roman amphitheaters, 
Byzantine palaces, medieval castles and even a little 
Communist concrete. The deep-blue Dalmatian sea 
that hugs the Adriatic coast is home to more than a 
thousand islands, and an abundant number of inland 
lakes provides excellent opportunities to experience 
the beauty of Croatia’s interior. It’s hard not to be 
attracted to slatki život (“the good life”) of Eastern 
Europe. Join us!

BRE T T S. THOMPSON, ’83,  D IRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL /STUDY
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Faculty Leader

 “Professor Lupić’s 
ability to weave  
together history,  
Croatian literature, 
Shakespeare and 
personal stories  
really elevated the 
intellectual content  
of the trip.” 
D E N I S E  O S BO R N E ,  
MLA ’07, CROATIA , 2017

S I G N  U P  O N L I N E :  alumni.stanford.edu/trip?croatia2019
O R  B Y  P H O N E :  (650) 725-1093

HVAR

S T A N F O R D  T R A V E L / S T U D Y

I V A N  L U P I Ć is an assistant professor of English at Stanford 
University and a Shakespearean scholar with research 
interests in the European Renaissance, book history, theater 
history, and the intersection of literature and political thought. 
His new book, Subjects of Advice: Drama of Counsel from 
More to Shakespeare, will be published by the University of 
Pennsylvania Press in 2019. Having grown up in the Balkans 
and lived in Croatia for much of his life, Professor Lupić  has 
seen first hand the changes that have impacted this region 
over the last few decades. In recent years, he has written 
several articles on the literary culture of the Ragusan Republic, 
a maritime republic centered on the city of Dubrovnik that 
flourished in the 15th and 16th centuries. Professor Lupić 
directs a digital humanities project at Stanford entitled “The 
Manuscript Networks of the Ragusan Republic (1358–1808),” 
which is supported by the Denning Fund for Humanities and 
Technologies. During our program, his lectures will focus on 
the history, culture and literature of Croatia. 

— Joined Stanford faculty in 2013; assistant  
professor, English literature

— BA, English language and literature and Croatian 
language and literature, Zagreb University

— PhD, English and comparative literature,  
Columbia University
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Itinerary
FRIDAY & SATURDAY,  
AUGUST 16 & 17
DEPART U.S. /  
ZAGREB, CROATIA
Depart from home cities on 
independently booked, over-
night flights to Zagreb, Croatia’s 
capital city. Upon arrival on 
Saturday, transfer to our hotel, 
a grand property that was origi-
nally designed to accommodate 
guests traveling through Zagreb 
on the Orient Express train. On 
Saturday evening, gather with 
fellow travelers for a welcome 
reception at our hotel to toast 
the start of our journey. HOTEL 

ESPLANADE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
ZAGREB
Located on the banks of the 
Sava River, Zagreb is a vibrant 
city that dates back to medieval 
times with a picturesque old 
town, an open-air market, stun-
ning architecture and a baroque 
upper town with beautiful views 
of the surrounding countryside. 
Explore the city on a guided 
walking tour this morning. Then 
continue to the picturesque 
Zagorje region outside the city 
for a lunch of traditional special-

ties. Visit the baroque castle 
of Trakošć an en route back to 
Zagreb, where the evening is  
at leisure. HOTEL ESPLANADE (B,L)

MONDAY, AUGUST 19
ZAGREB / PLITVICE 
LAKES / ROVINJ 
After breakfast, depart Zagreb 
and head south to the country’s 
oldest and most famous na-
tional park, Plitvice Lakes. The 
park’s network of 16 crystal-
clear lakes is interconnected by 
a series of waterfalls, all set in 
a woodland of spruce, beech 
and fir trees. The lakes’ unique 
mineral content contributes to 
the spectacular blue and green 
colors, which change depend-
ing on the sunlight and cloud 
cover. After lunch at a local 
restaurant, continue to our hotel 
in Rovinj on the Adriatic Coast 
where we dine tonight. HOTEL 

GRAND PARK (B,L,D)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
ROVINJ / PULA /  
MOTOVUN
Spend a full day exploring the 
scenic peninsula of Istria. The 
town of Rovinj is one of the 
Adriatic’s last authentic fishing 
ports, with its steep cobbled 
streets and medieval piazzas. 
After a guided walking tour 
here, continue to the larger 

town of Pula and enjoy a typical 
Istrian lunch in a seaside res-
taurant. Pula is the largest town 
on the peninsula with a rich, 
3,000-year-old history and a 
wealth of Roman ruins including 
the remarkably well-preserved 
amphitheater in the heart of 
the city. Conclude the day in 
medieval Motovun, perched on 
a hilltop. After strolling along the 
city walls, visit a local family’s 
estate for an exclusive truffle 
tasting. Return to Rovinj in the 
late afternoon. Dinner and the 
rest of the evening are at leisure. 
HOTEL GRAND PARK (B,L)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
ROVINJ / ZADAR / 
SPLIT
Depart Istria and head south 
toward the sunny Dalmatian 
coast. Along the way, stop in 
Zadar, which served as the 
capital of Dalmatia for many 
centuries. After lunch at a local 
restaurant, enjoy a guided walk 
around the old town with its 
fortified 16th-century walls. Visit 
the 9th-century Church of St. 
Donatus, admire the Roman Fo-
rum that dates back to the first 
century C.E., and visit the Sea 
Organ, an unusual art installa-
tion consisting of marble steps 
and tubes that “play” music as 
they interact with the ocean 



C R O A T I A

Split

Istria

Mali Ston Bay

Zagreb

Pula

Zadar

Rovinj

Dubrovnik

Hvar
Island

PLITVICE LAKES
NATIONAL PARK

ITALY

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

D
a

l
m

a
t

i aA
d

r i a t i c  S e a
OYSTERS, MALI STON BAYTRADITIONAL MUSICIANS

waves and wind. Continue to 
the coastal city of Split and 
check in to our hotel, located 
steps away from the central  
old town. HOTEL CORNARO (B,L)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
SPLIT / TROGIR
This morning learn about Split’s 
centuries’-old cultural heri-
tage on a guided walking tour. 
Discover Diocletian’s Palace, 
originally built as the walled 
summer palace of the Roman 
emperor Diocletian at the end 
of the 3rd century. This sprawl-
ing edifice developed organi-
cally over the ensuing years into 
a lively city with many architec-
tural styles and full of artisans, 
craftsmen and shopkeepers, a 
tradition that continues today. 
Head north of the city to a 
winery for a special wine-paired 
lunch. Then visit the island town 
of Trogir, a charming seaside 
gem filled with sculptures and 
picturesque streets that reflect 
Greek, Roman and Venetian 
influences. Return to Split in the 
late afternoon and relax over 
dinner at a local restaurant. 
HOTEL CORNARO (B,L,D) 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23
SPLIT / HVAR ISLAND
Board private motor boats and 
set off for a cruise to nearby 

Hvar Island, famed for its sun-
shine and lavender fields. Visit 
Stari Grad Plain, an agricultural 
colony founded by the ancient 
Greeks in 384 B.C.E. and the 
oldest continuously cultivated 
agricultural field in the world. 
Step inside Tvrdalj Castle, once 
the summer residence of Croa-
tian poet Petar Hektorović. Stop 
at a small winery for a tasting, 
then continue across the island 
to the town of Hvar, home to 
the largest square in Dalmatia 
and the oldest public theater 
in Europe. Enjoy a traditional 
lunch and some free time for a 
dip in the sea before returning 
to Split and enjoying dinner at 
a waterfront restaurant. HOTEL 

CORNARO (B,L,D)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
SPLIT / MALI STON 
BAY / DUBROVNIK 
Depart Split, heading south 
along the Dalmatian coast 
to Dubrovnik. Along the way, 
board a local boat to a private 
island in Mali Ston Bay, where 
we enjoy a fresh oyster tasting 
and a seafood lunch accompa-
nied by the island’s local wine. 
The town of Ston is famous for 
its long tradition of harvesting 
oysters and for its majestic city 
walls, which date back to the 
14th century. Continue on to 

Dubrovnik, and check in to our 
deluxe hotel located near the 
old town. After settling in, enjoy 
some free time exploring the 
local area and dining inde-
pendently this evening. HOTEL 

EXCELSIOR (B,L)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
DUBROVNIK
After breakfast, head for the 
old town of Dubrovnik for a 
guided tour of this UNESCO 
World Heritage site. Dubrovnik’s 
old town is considered the 
crown jewel of the Adriatic with 
its magnificent walls, marble 
streets and stunning baroque 
architecture that speaks to 
a rich artistic history. This 
afternoon enjoy an independent 
lunch and time to shop and 
explore at leisure. This evening, 
gather for a festive farewell 
reception and dinner with tra-
ditional Croatian entertainment 
to celebrate the end of our 
journey. HOTEL EXCELSIOR (B,D)

MONDAY, AUGUST 26
DUBROVNIK / U.S.
Transfer to the airport and 
check in for international 
flights back to the U.S. (B)

SPLIT
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Trip Information
TRAKOŠĆ AN CASTLE

D A T E S
August 16 to 26, 2019 (11 days)     

S I Z E
34 participants (single accommodations  
limited—please call for availability)

C O S T *
$8,795 per person, double occupancy
$10,395 per person, single occupancy
*Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers  
 add $300 per person

I N C L U D E D
9 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations     

9 breakfasts, 7 lunches and 4 dinners     

Welcome and farewell receptions    Gratuities  
to guides, drivers and waiters for all group  
activities    All tours and excursions as described 
in the itinerary    Transfers and baggage handling 
on arrival and departure    Minimal medical,  
accident and evacuation insurance    Educational 
program with lecture series and pre-departure 
materials, including recommended reading list,  
a selected book, map and travel information  
  Services of our professional tour manager to 
assist you throughout the program

N O T  I N C L U D E D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Pass-
port and visa fees    Immunization costs    Meals 
and beverages other than those specified as 
included    Independent and private transfers    

Trip-cancellation/interruption and baggage insur-
ance    Excess-baggage charges    Personal 
items such as internet access, telephone calls, 
laundry and gratuities for nongroup services

A I R  A R R A N G E M E N T S 
You are responsible for booking and purchasing 
airfare to the start location and from the end 
location of the program. These air purchases are 
NOT included in the program cost. To assist you 
in making these independent arrangements, we 
will send you information with your confirmation 
materials on when to arrive and depart.

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
We consider this to be a moderately strenuous 
program that is at times physically demanding and 
busy. Daily excursions involve up to two miles of 
walking, often over rough terrain, with tours lasting 
as long as three hours. You will be required to walk 
along ancient city streets, which can be uneven, 
cobblestoned or slippery; at archaeological sites 
over uneven, rocky ground; and at castles, where 
guided tours require climbing up and down several 
flights of stairs that may not have handrails. Many 
historic sites and buildings do not have elevators 
and do not allow buses to pull up directly in front, 
thus requiring a walk of several minutes to reach 
the entrance. During our trip, we will travel between 
cities and to many sites by bus, sometimes on 
narrow, winding roads. Participants should be 
physically fit, in good health and able to keep up 
with an active group of travelers. We welcome 
travelers 15 years of age and older on this 
program.



Deposit & Final Payment
A $1,000-per-person deposit is 
required to reserve space for this 
program. Sign up online at alumni.
stanford.edu/trip?croatia2019 or  
call the Travel/Study office at (650) 
725-1093. Final payment is due  
120 days prior to departure. As 
a condition of participation, all 
confirmed participants are required  
to sign a Release of Liability.

Cancellations & Refunds
Deposits and any payments are 
refundable, less a $500-per-person 
cancellation fee, until 120 days prior  
to departure. After that date, refunds 
can be made only if the program is 
sold out and your place(s) can be 
resold, in which case a $1,000-per-
person cancellation fee will apply.

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides 
all travelers who are U.S. or 
Canadian citizens with minimal 
medical, accident and evacuation 
coverage under our group-travel 
insurance policy. Our group policy 
is intended to provide minimal 
levels of protection while you are 
traveling on this program. You may 
choose to subscribe to optional trip-
cancellation and baggage insurance. 
Information offering such insurance 
will be provided to travelers with their 
welcome materials. The product 
offered includes special benefits  

if you purchase your policy within  
14 days of written confirmation of 
your participation on the trip.

Eligibility 
We encourage membership in the 
Stanford Alumni Association as the 
program cost for nonmembers is 
$300 more than the members’ price.  
A person traveling as a guest paid  
for by a current member will not  
be charged the nonmember fee.  
For more information or to purchase 
a membership, visit alumni.stanford/
goto/membership or call (650)  
725-0692.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our operators 
act only as agents for the passenger 
with respect to transportation and 
exercise every care possible in doing 
so. However, we can assume no  
liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay or irregularity in 
connection with the service of any 
automobile, motor coach, launch 
or any other conveyance used in 
carrying out this program or for the 
acts or defaults of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the 
passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the program. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, 

war, quarantine, force majeure or 
other causes beyond our control. 
All such losses or expenses will 
have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. We reserve 
the right to make such alterations 
to this published itinerary as may 
be deemed necessary. The right 
is reserved to cancel any program 
prior to departure in which case 
the entire payment will be refunded 
without further obligation on our 
part. The right is also reserved 
to decline to accept or retain any 
person as a member of the program. 
No refund will be made for an 
unused portion of any tour unless 
arrangements are made in sufficient 
time to avoid penalties. Baggage is 
carried at the owner’s risk entirely. 
The airlines concerned are not to 
be held responsible for any act, 
omission or event during the time 
that passengers are not on board 
their plane or conveyance. Neither 
the Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University nor our operators 
accept liability for any carrier’s 
cancellation penalty incurred by the 
purchase of a nonrefundable ticket 
in connection with the tour. Program 
price is based on rates in effect in 
September 2018 and is subject to 
change without notice to reflect 
fluctuations in exchange rates, tariffs 
or fuel charges. 

© COPYRIGHT 2018 STANFORD ALUMNI  
ASSOCIATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
PRINTED ON RECYCLED, FSC-CERTIFIED  
PAPER IN THE U.S.

PLITVICE LAKES

Terms & Conditions

California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50

TELEPHONE (650) 725-1093    
EMAIL travelstudy@alumni.stanford.edu
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 “Croatia is at the intersection of so many  
cultures and religions. This trip provided  
an extraordinary educational experience.”
D E N I S E  O S BO R N E ,  M L A ’ 07,  C R OAT I A ,  2 017

ROVINJ HARBOR
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