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Highlights
M A R V E L  at a parade 
of wildlife—elk, bighorn 
sheep, marmots and 
maybe even a bear  
or two!

B R E AT H E  in the fresh 
mountain air while viewing 
Lake Louise from the patio 
of its famed namesake  
château. 

R I D E  and dine in style 
aboard The Rocky  
Mountaineer while  
viewing the sparkling  
lakes and verdant forests 
of British Columbia.

In the late 1800s, the Canadian 

Pacific Railroad built a series of resort hotels 

near its rail lines amid some of the most striking 

scenery in North America in order to lure 

European tourists out West. More than a century 

later the rugged beauty of Western Canada 

continues to inspire awe among its visitors, and 

the resorts are world-class. Our 2019 summer 

sojourn incorporates the best that this region has 

to offer—from snow-capped peaks and sapphire 

lakes to high-country wildlife, glaciers and 

evergreen forests—and is further enhanced  

by the company of geologist Scott Burns, ’69, 

MS ’70. Grab a pair of binoculars, a camera  

and some telephoto lenses and join us!

BRE T T S. THOMPSON, ’83,  D IRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL /STUDY

FAIRMONT BANFF SPRINGS HOTEL

COVER: THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEER NEAR LAKE LOUISE



S C O T T  B U R N S ,  ’ 6 9 ,  M S  ’ 7 0 ,  is a professor emeritus of 
geology at Portland State University and has taught geology and 
ecology at the university level for more than 45 years. His passion 
for mountain ecology began when he visited a small village in 
Switzerland in 1970 to teach a new course called alpine ecology. 
Since then he has become well-versed on the unique natural 
forces that shape mountain environments in addition to the 
plants and animals that inhabit them. His knowledge of geology, 
local history and botany is broad and his enthusiasm contagious. 
He is the recipient of numerous awards for excellence in teaching 
and has led 25 previous Travel/Study programs. During our  
trip, he will help unravel for us such stories as the adaptation  
of plants and animals to the mountain ecology of southern  
British Columbia and the geologic origin and glacial history  
of the Rocky Mountains. 

 — President, International Association of Engineering  
 Geologists and the Environment, 2014–2018

 — National president, Association of Engineering  
 Geologists, 2003–2004

 — Associate dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
  Portland State University, 1997–1999
 — BS and MS, Stanford University; PhD, University  

 of Colorado, Boulder

Faculty Leader
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“Scott Burns is the 
most enthusiastic 
lecturer I have met. 
One could not help 
but be interested in 
what he was explain-
ing, either in a lecture 
or any time during  
the trip.”

M I C H E L L E  M E L L E N , 
C A N A D I A N  R O C K I E S 
B Y  R A I L ,  2 0 12

S I G N  U P  O N L I N E :  alumni.stanford.edu/trip?rockies2019
O R  B Y  P H O N E :  (650) 725-1093

YOHO NATIONAL PARK



SATURDAY, JUNE 22
U.S. / CALGARY,  
CANADA / LAKE  
LOUISE
Fly to Calgary on independent 
flights, transfer to Lake Louise 
and join fellow travelers for a 
welcome reception and dinner 
at our hotel this evening.  
FAIRMONT CHATEAU LAKE LOUISE (D)

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 23
LAKE LOUISE / BANFF
Savor the delights of Chateau 
Lake Louise and its spectacular 
natural setting. Hike along the 
shore of glacier-fed Lake Louise 
or the slopes above and the 
surrounding woods; arrange to 
ride a horse or paddle a canoe  
around the lake. Discover the 
history of this iconic hotel, built 
more than 100 years ago by 
the Canadian Pacific Railway to 
accommodate tourists arriving 
on its trains. Make independent 
arrangements to partake in 
afternoon tea while enjoying 
views of Lake Louise and Victo-
ria Glacier. Then head south to 
Banff’s landmark hotel for our 
three-night stay there. FAIRMONT 

BANFF SPRINGS HOTEL (B,L,D)

MONDAY, JUNE 24
BANFF / BANFF  
AND YOHO  
NATIONAL PARKS
Absorb the breathtaking 
scenery of Banff National Park 
this morning. Visit the Valley of 
the Ten Peaks, which includes 
the glass-like waters of Mo-
raine Lake, then head north to 
view the glacier-fed Bow and 
Peyto Lakes. Enjoy a short hike 
to stretch our legs and snap 
photos of the beautiful scen-
ery. Continue to Yoho National 
Park. “Yoho” is a Cree Native 
American word that expresses 
awe and wonder. It’s easy to 
understand the inspiration for 
the park’s name after absorbing 
the magnificent scenery of the 
area. View one of Yoho’s most 
interesting features, the Natural 
Bridge spanning the Kicking 
Horse River near Emerald Lake. 
Sculpted by the erosive rushing 
water of the river, the bridge is 
an impressive demonstration 
of the forces of nature. FAIRMONT 

BANFF SPRINGS HOTEL (B,L,D)

TUESDAY, JUNE 25
BANFF / BANFF  
NATIONAL PARK
Today explore more of Banff 
National Park, stopping for  
a waterfall hike at Johnston 

Canyon. This afternoon, visit  
the Banff Park Museum Na-
tional Historic site, showcas-
ing life in the area during the 
early 20th century. Also, see the 
geothermal springs that inspired 
Canadian legislators to create 
their National Park system. Take 
a dip in the Banff Upper Hot 
Springs and enjoy some time 
to relax before tomorrow’s train 
ride. FAIRMONT BANFF SPRINGS  

HOTEL (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26
BANFF / THE ROCKY  
MOUNTAINEER /  
KAMLOOPS
This morning board The Rocky 
Mountaineer and begin a spec-
tacular rail journey. Spend two 
days traveling west to Vancou-
ver. Our Gold-Leaf class train 
tickets provide assigned seating 
in a bi-level dome coach with 
panoramic views of the sur-
rounding scenery. Travel past 
the glaciers and snowcapped 
peaks of the Canadian Rock-
ies. Traverse mountain passes 
and chug through human-bored 
tunnels. View rocky lakeshores 
and a smattering of working 
ranches. We spend tonight in 
Kamloops. GOLD-LEAF CLASS  

HOTEL (B,L)
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THURSDAY, JUNE 27
KAMLOOPS / 
THE ROCKY  
MOUNTAINEER /  
VANCOUVER
Our journey continues head-
ing west towards the coastal 
city of Vancouver. Witness the 
dramatic changes in scenery, 
from the desert-like environ-
ment of the interior through river 
canyons and pristine forests  
to the North Cascades and  
the lush green fields of Fraser 
Valley. Arrive in Vancouver late 
this afternoon. FAIRMONT WATER-

FRONT VANCOUVER (B,L) 

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
VANCOUVER
Our exploration of Vancouver 
begins atop the 480-foot tower 
at Vancouver Lookout. Visit 
the Waterfront Station, opened 
in 1914 as the terminus for 
passengers from Montreal and 
Toronto on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. Board the SkyTrain to 
visit the roadhouse that houses 
the Canadian Pacific locomotive 
No. 374, which hauled the first 
passenger train into Vancouver 
in 1887. This afternoon travel  
by ferry to Vanier Park, home  

of the Museum of Vancouver 
and the Vancouver Maritime 
Museum. This evening, cele-
brate the end of our journey 
with a festive farewell reception  
and dinner. FAIRMONT WATERFRONT 

VANCOUVER (B,L,D)

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
VANCOUVER / U.S.
Following breakfast, transfer  
to the Vancouver airport for 
independent flights home. (B)

LAKE LOUISE, BANFF NATIONAL PARK
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D A T E S :
June 22 to 29, 2019 (8 days)

S I Z E
36 participants (single accommodations limited—
please call for availability)

C O S T *
$10,995 per person, double occupancy
$12,995 per person, single occupancy 
*Stanford Association nonmembers add  
 $300 per person

I N C L U D E D
7 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations    2 days 
of rail travel aboard The Rocky Mountaineer     
7 breakfasts, 6 lunches, 5 dinners    Welcome 
and farewell receptions    Gratuities to guides, 
drivers, porters, and housekeeping and wait staff 
for all group activities    All tours and excursions 
as described in the itinerary    Group transfers and 
baggage handling on program arrival day    Mini-
mal medical, accident and evacuation insurance    
Educational program with lecture series and  
pre-departure materials, including recommended 
reading list, a selected book, map and travel 
information    Services of our professional tour 
manager to assist you throughout the program

N O T  I N C L U D E D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Passport 
and visa fees    Immunization costs    Meals and 
beverages other than those specified as included  
  Independent and private transfers    Trip-

cancellation/interruption and baggage insurance  

  Excess-baggage charges    Personal items 
such as internet access, telephone and fax calls, 
laundry and gratuities for nongroup services

A I R  A R R A N G E M E N T S
You are responsible for booking and purchasing 
airfare to the start location and from the end 
location of the program. These air purchases are 
NOT included in the program cost. To assist you 
in making these independent arrangements, we 
will send you information with your confirmation 
materials on when to arrive and depart.

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
This trip offers the opportunity to experience the 
amazing scenery of the Canadian Rockies at a 
relatively gentle pace. The majority of the program’s 
activities will take place outdoors on varying terrain. 
Many of the parks have dirt paths, though they are 
usually fairly smooth for walking, and some even 
have paved pathways and boardwalks. Excursions 
may involve up to one mile of walking (longer 
optional hikes are available). Our journey requires 
travel by motor coach, the longest drives being up 
to 8 hours (including rest stops and opportunities for 
sightseeing). Participants must be able to climb up 
and down a flight of stairs to board the motor coach 
and be sure-footed on frozen or ice-covered terrain. 
Participants should also be comfortable walking in a 
rocking rail car. We will encounter varying altitudes, 
with the highest being 7,700 feet above sea level. 
Participants should be physically fit and in good 
health. We welcome travelers 15 years of age and 
older on this program.  

Trip Information

EMERALD LAKE, YOHO NATIONAL PARK



Deposit & Final Payment
A $1,000-per-person deposit is 
required to hold your space. Sign 
up online at alumni.stanford.edu/
trip?rockies2019 or call the Travel/
Study office at (650) 725-1093. 
Final payment is due 120 days 
prior to departure. As a condition 
of participation, all confirmed 
participants are required to sign  
a Release of Liability.

Cancellations & Refunds
Deposits and any payments are 
refundable, less a $500-per-person 
cancellation fee, until 120 days prior  
to departure. After that date, refunds 
can be made only if the program is 
sold out and your place(s) can be 
resold, in which case a $1,000-per-
person cancellation fee will apply.

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides 
all travelers who are U.S. or 
Canadian citizens with minimal 
medical, accident and evacuation 
coverage under our group-travel 
insurance policy. Our group policy 
is intended to provide minimal levels 
of protection while you are traveling 
on this program. You may choose to 
subscribe to optional trip-cancellation 
and baggage insurance. Information 
will be provided to travelers with their 
welcome materials. The product 
offered includes special benefits 
if you purchase your policy within 

14 days of written confirmation of 
your participation on the trip.

Eligibility 
We encourage membership in the 
Stanford Alumni Association as the 
program cost for nonmembers is 
$300 more than the members’ price. 
A person traveling as a paid guest of 
a current member will not be charged 
the nonmember fee. To purchase a 
membership, visit alumni.stanford/
goto/membership or call (650) 
725-0692.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our operators 
act only as agents for the passenger 
with respect to transportation and 
exercise every care possible in 
doing so. However, we can assume 
no liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay or irregularity in 
connection with the service of any 
automobile, motor coach, launch or 
any other conveyance used in carry-
ing out this program or for the acts 
or defaults of any company or person 
engaged in conveying the passenger 
or in carrying out the arrangements of 
the program. We cannot accept any 
responsibility for losses or additional 
expenses due to delay or changes 
in air or other services, sickness, 
weather, strike, war, quarantine, force 
majeure or other causes beyond our 
control. All such losses or expenses 

will have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. We reserve 
the right to make such alterations 
to this published itinerary as may 
be deemed necessary. The right is 
reserved to cancel any program prior 
to departure in which case the entire 
payment will be refunded without 
further obligation on our part. The 
right is also reserved to decline to 
accept or retain any person as a 
member of the program. No refund 
will be made for an unused portion 
of any tour unless arrangements 
are made in sufficient time to avoid 
penalties. Baggage is carried at  
the owner’s risk entirely. The airlines 
concerned are not to be held 
responsible for any act, omission  
or event during the time that passen- 
gers are not on board their plane or 
conveyance. Neither the Stanford 
Alumni Association, Stanford 
University nor our operators accept 
liability for any carrier’s cancellation 
penalty incurred by the purchase of 
a nonrefundable ticket in connection 
with the tour. Program price is based 
on rates in effect in September 
2018 and is subject to change 
without notice to reflect fluctuations 
in exchange rates, tariffs or fuel 
charges. 

© COPYRIGHT 2018 STANFORD ALUMNI  
ASSOCIATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
PRINTED ON RECYCLED, FSC-CERTIFIED  
PAPER IN THE U.S.  

PHOTOGRAPHY: THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEER

PAVLOVSK PALACE

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Terms & Conditions

California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50

TELEPHONE (650) 725-1093    
EMAIL travelstudy@alumni.stanford.edu
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“Outstanding scenery, outstanding guides,  
outstanding lectures—truly a North American  
treasure to see and experience.”
N E W T O N  D U N C A N ,  ’ 74 ,  C A N A D I A N  R O C K I E S  B Y  R A I L ,  2 0 12

MORAINE LAKE, BANFF NATIONAL PARK
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S I G N  U P  O N L I N E :  alumni.stanford.edu/trip?rockies2019
O R  B Y  P H O N E :  (650) 725-1093


