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Highlights
L E A R N  of New England’s 
storied rail culture during 
seven train trips—from a 
19th-century cog railway  
to today’s Amtrak trains. 

A P P R E C I AT E  the 
wealth of American art 
housed in world-class 
museums, especially that 
of New England artists.

V I E W  New England’s 
renowned autumnal  
splendor riding historic  
rail routes through  
Crawford Notch and  
up Mount Washington.

I usually mark the beginning  
of fall with those ever-younger-looking, first-year 
students arriving on campus and cheers coming from 
Stanford Stadium. While it’s always an exciting time 
here, that whiff of autumn in the air also reminds me 
of the many exceptional fall trips I’ve taken, when the 
weather is perfect and the crowds are gone. We’re 
thrilled to be offering this new itinerary to northern 
New England during which we’ll explore its amazing 
railroad culture, both historic and modern, in tandem 
with the rich arts heritage of the region. What’s more 
is that perennial Travel/Study favorites and resident 
New Englanders, Wanda and Joe Corn, will be 
on hand to bring additional insights to this special 
autumnal adventure. Join us!

BRE T T S. THOMPSON, ’83,  D IRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL /STUDY

MOUNT WASHINGTON COG RAILWAY

COVER: CRAWFORD NOTCH, NEW HAMPSHIRE



Faculty Leaders

 “They are a  
terrific team that 
blends quality 
information  
and congenial  
conversation  
to energize  
the travel  
experience.” 
W I LL I A M G O R TH ,  
P H D ’71,  H U D S O N  
R I V E R ,  2 016

S I G N  U P  O N L I N E :  alumni.stanford.edu/trip?railways2018
O R  B Y  P H O N E :  (650) 725-1093

OMNI MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT

S T A N F O R D  T R A V E L / S T U D Y

W A N D A  C O R N is the Robert and Ruth Halperin Professor 
Emerita in Art History at Stanford University. She specializes 
in the history of American art, photography and visual culture, 
and she takes a special interest in the ways artists and art 
movements traveled globally among Europe and America’s 
great cities. Wanda and Joe describe themselves as museum 
junkies and have introduced Stanford travelers to history and 
art museums all over the world. At Stanford, they co-taught a 
seminar on museum history and practices. On this trip, she will 
focus on New England artists and the world-class American 
collections at Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts and the Museum 
of Art in Portland, Maine.

J O S E P H  C O R N is a senior lecturer emeritus in history 
at Stanford University and a specialist in the history of 
transportation technologies and material culture. Dr. Corn not 
only has had a lifelong interest in railroads, real and in model-
train form, but also went to college in Maine, has summered in 
New England since childhood, and in retirement from Stanford 
lives with Wanda on the New England coast. He looks forward 
to this trip, which will provide an unusual perspective on the 
history of a region that played such an important part in 
America’s beginnings, its early industrialization, and throughout 
the years in it arts and culture. 

We will also be joined by local New Englander Frank Ackerman,  
a retired National Park ranger and former director of the Nevada  
State Railroad Museum.
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Itinerary
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
HOME / BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS
Fly from home to Boston, and 
upon arrival, transfer indepen-
dently from the airport to our 
hotel located in the middle of 
Boston’s bustling Back Bay 
neighborhood. Spend the 
remainder of the day relaxing or 
exploring the iconic sites, entic-
ing shops, art-filled galleries and 
trendy restaurants surrounding 
our hotel. LENOX HOTEL

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 26
BOSTON /  
WORCESTER
After a welcome breakfast and 
orientation this morning, enjoy a 
walking tour in the Beacon Hill 
neighborhood with an architec-
tural historian. This afternoon 
take a ride on Amtrak’s Lake 
Shore Limited to visit Worces-
ter’s restored Union Station. 
This French-Renaissance-styled 
structure was called the “most 
beautiful building in Massachu-
setts” when it opened to the 
public in 1911. Return to Boston 

by MBTA commuter train and 
have a chance to freshen up 
before our welcome reception 
and dinner this evening.  
LENOX HOTEL (B,L,D)

THURSDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 27
BOSTON
Spend this morning at Boston’s 
superb Museum of Fine Arts. 
With more than 450,000 works 
in its collection, the museum is 
renowned for having one of the 
country’s most comprehensive 
collections of American art, 
including works by John Single-
ton Copley, Frederick Church, 
Winslow Homer and Georgia 
O’Keeffe. After a guided tour 
of the museum’s highlights 
and some free time to explore 
the galleries independently, 
reconvene and walk together 
to the nearby Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum. Housed in a 
beautiful Venetian-style palazzo 
with outstanding gardens inside 
and out, this fabulous collection 
includes old master paintings, 
sculpture, drawings, rare books, 
photographs and ancient letters 
from around the globe. Take the 
rest of the day to discover the 
many sides of Boston at leisure. 
LENOX HOTEL (B)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
BOSTON /  
PORTLAND, MAINE
Experience America’s intercity 
passenger-rail renaissance 
aboard Amtrak’s Downeaster, 
which runs five times daily and 
links 12 municipalities across 
three states. Arrive in Portland 
midday and spend the after-
noon exploring the art of Maine 
at the Portland Museum of Art 
and the Winslow Homer home 
and studio in nearby Prouts 
Neck. Enjoy views of the Port-
land skyline while we feast on 
a regional dinner of clams and 
lobsters. PORTLAND HARBOR HOTEL 

(B,L,D)

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 29
PORTLAND
Our first stop today is the 
Wiscasset, Waterville and 
Farmington Railway Museum, 
where we can enjoy a ride on a 
train powered by a rebuilt steam 
locomotive along 2.6 miles of 
restored narrow gauge track.  
In most of America in the 
1800s, “narrow gauge” meant 
three feet between the rails;  
in Maine, a gauge of only two 
feet was adopted for logging 
operations and by five 
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common-carrier railroads in the 
area, which together totaled 
187 route miles. The Wiscas-
set, Waterville and Farmington 
Railway, in operation from 1895 
until 1933, was one of those 
five carriers. Continue on to 
the Maine Maritime Museum, 
whose exhibits tell stories of 
the Percy & Small Shipyard, 
the only intact shipyard in the 
country that built large wooden 
sailing vessels, and showcase 
Maine’s former position in the 
world of global commerce. Stop 
at the Maine Narrow Gauge 
Museum in Portland to round 
out today’s historic exploration 
of the region’s railways.
PORTLAND HARBOR HOTEL (B,D)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
PORTLAND /  
NORTH CONWAY,  
NEW HAMPSHIRE / 
BRETTON WOODS
Transfer by bus this morning 
from Portland to the charm-
ing town of North Conway, 
located on the edge of New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains 
National Forest. From the 1870s 
through the 1920s, multitudes 
of eastern city-dwellers traveled 
by train to summer in the White 
Mountains. The Conway Scenic 

Railroad became part of the 
Maine Central Railroad in 1890, 
connecting the Mount Washing-
ton Valley to Boston. Passenger 
trains ran this route until 1961, 
while freight service continued 
until 1972. Experience part of 
this historic rail journey aboard 
the Conway Scenic Railroad 
and enjoy lunch in the Cho-
corua Dining Car while taking in 
exquisite views. After our round-
trip rail ride, transfer by bus to 
our luxurious hotel in Bretton 
Woods and take some time 
to settle in before dinner. OMNI 

MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT (B,L,D) 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1
BRETTON WOODS / 
CRAWFORD NOTCH
Today at our hotel, among the 
finest of the remaining historic 
resort hotels in the northeastern 
United States, enjoy a morning
at leisure, opting to explore  
the hotel grounds on a guided 
walking tour, go on a hike or
simply relax on the wrap-
around veranda. This afternoon 
enjoy another ride on the Con-
way Scenic Railroad, this time 
traveling through the dramatic 
Crawford Notch and taking 
in scenic views of the White 
Mountains in the train’s dome 

car during the three-hour ride. 
OMNI MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT 

(B,L,D)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2
BRETTON WOODS / 
MOUNT WASHINGTON 
/ BOSTON,  
MASSACHUSETTS
Take an early-morning train ride 
up to the 6,288-foot summit 
of America’s most topographi-
cally prominent peak east of 
Colorado aboard the Mount 
Washington Cog Railway. 
Construction began in 1858 on 
the cog railway, the first of its 
kind in the world, but the Civil 
War intervened and it wasn’t 
completed until 1869. The train 
still employs a 19th-century 
steam locomotive that was built 
for the railway by the Manches-
ter Locomotive Works. Return 
to Boston this evening by motor 
coach and toast the end of our 
adventure at a festive farewell 
reception and dinner. BOSTON 

HARBOR HOTEL (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3
BOSTON / HOME
After breakfast, transfer inde-
pendently to the Boston airport 
for flights home. (B)



Trip Information
D A T E S
September 25 to October 3, 2018  
(9 days)   

S I Z E
36 participants (single accommodations  
limited—please call for availability)

C O S T *
$7,995 per person, double occupancy
$9,595 per person, single occupancy 
*Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers  
 add $300 per person

I N C L U D E D
8 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations     
8 breakfasts, 5 lunches and 6 dinners    Wel-
come and farewell receptions    Gratuities to 
guides, drivers, hotel staff and train crews for 
all group activities    All tours and excursions 
as described in the itinerary    Minimal medi-
cal, accident and evacuation insurance    Edu-
cational program with lecture series and pre-
departure materials, including recommended 
reading list, a selected book, map and travel 
information    Services of our professional tour 
manager to assist you throughout the program

N O T  I N C L U D E D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Air-
port transfers on arrival and departure days    
Passport and visa fees    Immunization costs    

Meals and beverages other than those speci-
fied as included    Independent and private 
transfers    Trip-cancellation/interruption and 
baggage insurance    Excess-baggage 
charges    Personal items such as internet 
access, telephone and fax calls, laundry 
and gratuities for nongroup services

A I R  A R R A N G E M E N T S 
You are responsible for booking and purchasing
airfare to the start location and from the end
location of the program. These air purchases
are NOT included in the program cost. To assist
you in making these independent arrangements,
we will send you details with your confirmation
materials on when to arrive and depart.

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
We expect this program to be moderately active. 
Our touring is done by motor coach, train and on 
foot. Daily activities can involve up to one to two 
mile(s) of walking. Some excursions involve walking 
on unpaved pathways, cobblestones and/or brick 
sidewalks. In some instances, such as in museums 
and at train stations, guided tours require climbing 
up and down several flights of stairs and standing 
in one place for up to 20 to 30 minutes at a time. 
Some sites and museums do not allow buses to 
pull up in front, thus requiring a short walk to reach 
the entrance. Participants should be active, in good 
health and able to keep up with the group without 
assistance from tour staff. We welcome travelers  
15 years of age and older on this program.

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS



Deposit & Final Payment
A $1,000-per-person deposit is 
required to reserve your space. Sign 
up online at alumni.stanford.edu/
trip?railways2018 or call the Travel/
Study office at (650) 725-1093. 
Final payment is due 120 days 
prior to departure. As a condition 
of participation, all confirmed 
participants are required  
to sign a Release of Liability.

Cancellations & Refunds
Deposits and any payments are 
refundable, less a $500-per-person 
cancellation fee, until 120 days prior to 
departure. After that date, refunds can 
be made only if the program is sold 
out and your place(s) can be resold, 
in which case a $1,000-per-person 
cancellation fee will apply.

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides 
all travelers who are U.S. or 
Canadian citizens with minimal 
medical, accident and evacuation 
coverage under our group-travel 
insurance policy. Our group policy 
is intended to provide minimal 
levels of protection while you are 
traveling on this program. You may 
choose to subscribe to optional trip-
cancellation and baggage insurance. 
Information offering such insurance 
will be provided to travelers with their 
welcome materials. The product 
offered includes special benefits  

if you purchase your policy within  
14 days of written confirmation of 
your participation on the trip.

Eligibility 
We encourage membership in the 
Stanford Alumni Association as the 
program cost for nonmembers is 
$300 more than the members’ price.  
A person traveling as a guest paid  
for by a current member will not  
be charged the nonmember fee.  
For more information or to purchase 
a membership, visit alumni.stanford/
goto/membership or call (650)  
725-0692.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our operators 
act only as agents for the passenger 
with respect to transportation and 
exercise every care possible in doing 
so. However, we can assume no  
liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay or irregularity in 
connection with the service of any 
automobile, motor coach, launch 
or any other conveyance used in 
carrying out this program or for the 
acts or defaults of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the 
passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the program. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, 

war, quarantine, force majeure or 
other causes beyond our control. 
All such losses or expenses will 
have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. We reserve 
the right to make such alterations 
to this published itinerary as may 
be deemed necessary. The right 
is reserved to cancel any program 
prior to departure in which case 
the entire payment will be refunded 
without further obligation on our 
part. The right is also reserved 
to decline to accept or retain any 
person as a member of the program. 
No refund will be made for an 
unused portion of any tour unless 
arrangements are made in sufficient 
time to avoid penalties. Baggage is 
carried at the owner’s risk entirely. 
The airlines concerned are not to 
be held responsible for any act, 
omission or event during the time 
that passengers are not onboard 
their plane or conveyance. Neither 
the Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University nor our operators 
accept liability for any carrier’s 
cancellation penalty incurred by the 
purchase of a nonrefundable ticket 
in connection with the tour. Program 
price is based on rates in effect in 
February 2018 and is subject to 
change without notice to reflect 
fluctuations in exchange rates, tariffs 
or fuel charges. 

© COPYRIGHT 2018 STANFORD ALUMNI  
ASSOCIATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
PRINTED ON RECYCLED, FSC-CERTIFIED  
PAPER IN THE U.S.

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM, BOSTON

Terms & Conditions

California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50

TELEPHONE (650) 725-1093    
EMAIL travelstudy@alumni.stanford.edu
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 “A wonderful way to better understand 
the breadth and depth of New England.”
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