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Too often we overlook  
the amazing landscapes that exist closer to 

home. This year we’re boarding an American 

ship, the Yorktown, bound for the Great 

Lakes. We’ll cruise among beautiful bays and 

islands bordered by pristine wilderness and 

explore a land rich with indigenous traditions 

and cosmopolitan cities. Along the way we’ll 

learn about the engineering feats involved in 

the creation of the Great Lakes’ transportation 

system and the opportunities and challenges 

that have resulted from its development. Join 

us as we explore a fascinating piece of North 

America and celebrate a national treasure.

Join us!

captionHighlights
W I T N E S S  the awesome 
beauty of Niagara Falls,  
one of North America’s  
most spectacular natural 
wonders.

M A R V E L  at the intricate 
lock systems that separate 
the Great Lakes, the  
world’s largest assemblage 
of freshwater lakes.
 

V I S I T  peaceful Mackinac 
Island, a Victorian-era haven 
where horse-drawn carriages 
and quaint “Main Street” 
shops evoke a time when  
life moved at a slower pace.

C R U I S E  along Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore 
and enjoy views of beautiful 
naturally formed arches  
and caves.

BRETT S. ThOmPSON, ’83, DIRECTOR, STANFORD TRAVEL/STUDY

COVER: NIAGARA FALLS 
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MONDAY, JULY 29
toronto, canada / 
emBark YORKTOWN

Fly to Toronto and transfer 
independently to the pier 
where we embark the 
Yorktown, our home for the 
next 10 nights. YORKTOWN (D)

TUESDAY, JULY 30
lake ontario / 
Welland canal, u.s. /  
niagara Falls /  
lake erie

Awake this morning at 
Port Weller and witness 
our dramatic passage 
through the Welland Canal. 
Navigating a series of seven 
locks, the Yorktown drops 

324 feet over a distance of 
27 miles. After witnessing 
the mechanics of this 
engineering marvel, which 
took more than 100 years to 
complete, disembark for an 
excursion to Niagara Falls, 
one of North America’s most 
spectacular natural wonders. 
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
lake erie /  
detroit riVer

Spend a relaxing day  
aboard ship and enjoy our 
lecture program as we cruise 
the waters of Lake Erie and 
sail on to the Detroit River.
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
detroit, michigan

Arrive in Detroit and  
spend the morning at  
the Henry Ford Museum, 

which celebrates the 
automobile’s influence 

on American culture, 
and at the adjacent 

Greenfield Village, 
which provides a 

glimpse back in history 
through its seven historic 

districts. Alternatively, 
visit the Ford Rouge
Factory to see how 
environmental in- 
novation combines 
with industrial 
production at this 
state-of-the-art  
facility. Learn  
about the history of 
the factory and take a walk-
ing tour of the assembly 
plant. YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
alpena or  
presque island

Arrive in Alpena, home to 
an outstanding maritime 
museum with displays 
illustrating the Great Lakes’ 
history. Enjoy the afternoon at 
leisure to explore this quaint 
town nestled in Thunder 
Bay. Alternatively, travel 
north to the small peninsula 
of Presque Isle to visit its 
two historic lighthouses. Its 
pristine forests, numerous 
inland lakes and 72 miles 
of Lake Huron shoreline 
make Presque Isle a birder’s 
paradise. YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 3
mackinac island

Arrive on beautiful Mackinac 
Island, a Victorian-era haven 
where cars are forbidden 
and bicycles share the  
road with horse-drawn 
carriages. Explore this 
idyllic island with its ancient 
limestone formations that 
were considered sacred 
by the Straits tribe. View 
impressive Fort Mackinac, 
built atop a high cliff by  
the British in 1780, and the  
Victorian Grand Hotel, a local  
landmark. Also enjoy time at 
leisure to stroll along streets 
lined with gingerbread-
trimmed buildings and to 
browse in the charming 
shops. As we sail from 
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Mackinac Island, enjoy 
beautiful vistas as the 
Yorktown passes under  
the Mackinac Bridge to 
enter Lake Michigan. Rising 
552 feet above the Straits 
of Mackinac and five miles 
long, the bridge connects 
Michigan’s Lower and  
Upper Peninsulas. At 8,614 
feet, it is the longest two-
tower suspension bridge 
between anchorages in  
the Western Hemisphere. 
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
manistique

Today we call at Manistique, 
a small town on the bucolic 
Garden Peninsula. On 
this scenic and peaceful 
peninsula view the crystal-
clear waters of the Big Spring 
in Palms Book State Park and 
visit Fayette, the former site 
of a 19th-century smelting 
operation and one of the 
most evocative industrial 
ghost towns in the U.S., now 
protected as a state park. 
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

MONDAY, AUGUST 5
sault ste. marie 
or agaWa canYon, 
ontario, canada

Dock at Sault Ste. Marie 
where we observe the  
Soo Locks from a viewing 
platform and visit an early 
20th-century Great Lakes 
freighter that has been 
converted into a museum. 
Alternatively, enjoy a relaxing 
full-day train ride inland 
through the magnificent 
scenery of the Agawa 
Canyon. Board the Yorktown 
and transit the Soo Locks, 
the busiest lock system in  
the world, through which 
12,000 ships pass annually. 
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
pictured rocks, 
michigan, u.s. / 
marquette

Enjoy the morning at  
leisure as we cruise along 
Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore, a 40-mile stretch 
of pristine natural wonders. 
In the afternoon call at 
Marquette and explore this 
picturesque city on Lake

Superior, including a visit  
to the Marquette Maritime 
Museum and Lighthouse. 
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
houghton, 
keWeenaW peninsula

Arrive in the historic 
mining town of Houghton, 
located on the Keweenaw 
Peninsula. Explore this 
historic region and the once-
opulent buildings that were 
constructed during  
the mineral  
rush, 
when vast 
deposits of  
copper were 
discovered in 
1840. Copper  
was first  
mined by local 
indigenous tribes 
7,000 years ago, 
then European settlers 
arrived in the 19th century 
and capitalized on mining 
opportunities. By the time  
the rush was over, copper 
had generated wealth  
10 times greater than  

the California Gold Rush. 
Explore this historic area and 
visit a once-booming copper 
mine. Tonight celebrate 
our journey with a farewell 
cocktail reception and dinner. 
YORKTOWN (B,L,D)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
duluth, minnesota / 
disemBark

Arrive this morning in Duluth 
and disembark the Yorktown 
to transfer independently to 
the Duluth airport for return 
flights home. (B)

mackinac island pictured rocks national lakeshore



Program Cost*
 
Rates are per person, based on double or single occupancy 
as noted.

Accommodating 138 guests in 69 exterior cabins, the Yorktown offers an 
atmosphere of warm and relaxed informality and is staffed by friendly and 
experienced American officers and crew. The Yorktown is able to maneuver in 
secluded waterways and visit small ports that are inaccessible to larger vessels. 
In addition to a large sun deck, the Yorktown boasts a spacious lounge for social 
gatherings and lectures as well as quiet space for private conversation. The ship’s 
cuisine, served in a dining room large enough to accommodate all guests at a 
single seating, emphasizes American regional culinary traditions and specialties. 
Both the lounge and dining room are surrounded by large picture windows that 
afford unobstructed views of the passing scenery. It is the perfect vessel for 
relaxed and convivial exploration of some of America’s great coastal waterways.

Yorktown

 *Association nonmembers add $200 per person.

**Single accommodations are limited at these rates.

Ship’s Registry: U.S.A. / Length: 257 feet / Beam: 43 feet / 
Draft: 8 feet 

  douBle single
 categorY rate rate**

E  $5,230
Outside cabin with twin beds  
and portholes. 162 sq. ft. 

D $5,730
Outside cabin with twin beds  
and windows. 130 sq. ft.   

C $6,730 $7,725
Outside cabin with twin beds  
and windows. 130 sq. ft.   

B  $7,230 $8,425
Outside cabin with twin beds  
and windows. 158 sq. ft.   

A  $7,830 $9,125
Outside cabin with twin beds  
and windows. 158 sq. ft.   

AA $8,430
Outside cabin with twin beds that can  
convert to a queen bed and windows. 232 sq. ft.

S  $8,930
Superior outside cabin with walk-out  
balcony and queen bed. 168 sq. ft.  
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D a t e s
July 29 to August 8, 2013 (11 days) 

s i z e
Limited to a total of 138 participants, including travelers from 
Stanford and the Harvard Alumni Association.

i n c l u D e D
10-night cruise aboard the Yorktown    10 breakfasts, 9 lunches 
and 10 dinners    Welcome and farewell cocktail receptions    
Beer, wine and soft drinks with lunches and dinners aboard ship  
  Bottled water on excursions    Gratuities to porters, guides, 

drivers and ship crew for all group activities    All tours and 
shore excursions as described in the itinerary    Port fees and 
embarkation taxes    Minimal medical, accident and evacua-
tion insurance    Educational program with lecture series and 
pre-departure materials, including recommended reading list, 
a selected book, map and travel information    Services of our 
professional tour manager to assist you throughout the program

n o t  i n c l u D e D
International and U.S. domestic airfare    Passport fees    
Immunization costs    Meals and beverages other than those 
specified as included    Transfers to and from the piers in 
Toronto and Duluth    Trip-cancellation/interruption and baggage 
insurance    Excess-baggage charges    Personal items such  
as internet access, telephone and fax calls, laundry and gratuities 
for nongroup services

a i r  a r r a n g e m e n t s 
International and U.S. domestic airfare is not included in the pro-
gram cost. Round-trip, economy-class airfare on United Airlines 
from San Francisco to Toronto, Canada, with return from Duluth, 
Minnesota, is approximately $900 as of October 2012 and is 
subject to change without notice. Information on recommended 
flight itineraries will be sent by our designated agent. 

F u e l  c o s t s 
In the uncertain, often volatile oil market of late, it is difficult to 
predict fuel costs over the long term and, more specifically, at 
the time of operation of this voyage. Our prices are based upon 
the prevailing fuel rates at the time of brochure printing. While  
we will do everything possible to maintain our prices, if the fuel 
rates increase significantly, it may be necessary to institute a  
fuel surcharge.  

W H a t  t o  e X P e c t
Our trip offers the opportunity to experience the beautiful scen-
ery of the Great Lakes region at a gentle pace. Most of our tour-
ing is done by motorcoach and boat. Some excursions involve 
short walks up to one mile long and walking on city streets, 
which are, in some cases, uneven or cobblestone, and up and 
down gentle hills. Participants must be physically fit and in good 
health and should feel comfortable walking on a slightly rocking 
surface aboard ship. We welcome travelers 15 years of age and 
older on this program.

 

Deposit & Final Payment
A $1,000-per-person deposit is 
required to hold space for this 
program. Complete and return 
the attached reservation form or 
sign up online. Final payment is 
due 120 days prior to departure. 
As a condition of participation, all 
confirmed participants are required 
to sign a Release of Liability.

cancellations & refunds
Deposits and any payments are fully 
refundable, less a $500-per-person 
cancellation fee, until 120 days prior 
to departure. After that date, refunds
can be made only if the program is 
sold out and your place(s) can be 
resold, in which case a $1,000-per-
person cancellation fee will apply. We 
recommend trip-cancellation insur-
ance; applications will be sent to you.

insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides all  
travelers who are U.S. or Canadian 
citizens with minimal medical, 
accident and evacuation coverage 
under our group-travel insurance 
policy. Our group policy is intended 
to provide minimal levels of protection 
while you are traveling on this 
program. We strongly recommend 
that you subscribe to optional 
baggage and trip-cancellation 
insurance. A brochure offering 
such insurance will be mailed with 
your confirmation about one week 
after we receive your deposit. The 
product offered in this brochure 
includes special benefits if you 
postmark your insurance payment 
within a specified window: 15 days 
of the date listed on the confirmation 
letter for the Waiver of Pre-existing 
Conditions and coverage for 
Financial Insolvency; 21 days for  
the Cancel for Any Reason benefit.

eligibility
We encourage membership in the 
Alumni Association as the program 
cost for nonmembers is $200 more 
than the members’ price. Parents 
and their children under 21 may 
travel on one membership. For 
more information or to purchase a 
membership, visit alumni.stanford.
edu/goto/membership or call 
(650) 725-0692.

responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, 
Stanford University and our operators 
act only as agents for the passenger 
with respect to transportation and 

ship arrangements and exercise 
every care possible in doing so. 
However, we can assume no 
liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay or irregularity in 
connection with the service of any 
automobile, motorcoach, launch 
or any other conveyance used in 
carrying out this program or for the 
acts or defaults of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the 
passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the program. We 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other 
services, sickness, weather, strike, 
war, quarantine, force majeure or 
other causes beyond our control. 
All such losses or expenses will 
have to be borne by the passenger 
as tour rates provide arrangements 
only for the time stated. Resolution 
of any dispute regarding the tour 
operator or vessel shall be brought 
within the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of 
New York, pursuant to the applicable 
general maritime law, and applying 
the applicable general maritime 
law and Federal maritime statutes. 
We reserve the right to make such 
alterations to this published itinerary 
as may be deemed necessary. 
The right is reserved to cancel 
any program prior to departure 
in which case the entire payment 
will be refunded without further 
obligation on our part. The right is 
also reserved to decline to accept 
or retain any person as a member 
of the program. No refund will be 
made for an unused portion of  any 
tour unless arrangements are made 
in sufficient time to avoid penalties. It 
is understood that the ship’s ticket, 
when issued, shall constitute the 
sole contract between the passenger 
and the cruise company. Baggage is 
carried at the owner’s risk entirely. The 
airlines concerned are not to be held 
responsible for any act, omission or 
event during the time that passengers 
are not onboard their plane or 
conveyance. Neither the Alumni 
Association, Stanford University nor 
our operators accept liability for any 
carrier’s cancellation penalty incurred 
by the purchase of a nonrefundable 
ticket in connection with the tour. 
Program price is based on rates in 
effect in October 2012 and is subject 
to change without notice to reflect 
fluctuations in exchange rates,  
tariffs or fuel charges.
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The Great Lakes
July 29 to August  8,  2013

Reservation Form SIGN UP
ONLINE!

I/We have read the Terms and Conditions for the program and agree to them. 

Signature _________________________________________________________

If this is a reservation for one person, please indicate:
  I wish to have single accommodations.

OR    I plan to share accommodations with __________________________
OR    I’d like to know about possible roommates. 

Category Preference:
 1st choice: ______________________________________________________  

 2nd choice: _______________________________________________________   
 
Here is my deposit of $________ ($1,000 per person) for ______ space(s) on 
the program.

  Enclosed is my check (make payable to Stanford Alumni Association)  OR 
   Charge my deposit to my:    Visa     MasterCard     American Express

 

CARD # EXPIRES

AUTHORIZED CARDHOLDER SIGNATURE DATE

Mail completed form to address on mail panel or fax to (650) 725-8675 or place 
your deposit online at alumni.stanford.edu/trip?lakes2013. Please submit your 
reservation only once to avoid multiple charges to your account. 

8773

NAME  AGE STANFORD CLASS

NAME  AGE STANFORD CLASS

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

CELL PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

MR. / MRS. / MS.
MISS / DR. / PROF.

MR. / MRS. / MS.
MISS / DR. / PROF.

S T A N F O R D  T R A V E L / S T U D Y

“Buzz was
 friendly,
 generous,
 positive
 and knowl-
 edgeable!”

B A R T O N  “ B U Z Z ”  T H O M P S O N ,  A B  ’ 7 2 ,  M B A  ’ 7 6 ,  J D  ’ 7 6 ,  a leading 
global expert on protecting nature and the environment, has written a variety of books and articles 
on water and lakes. Buzz knows of few areas in the world as beautiful and interesting as the Great 
Lakes. “While travelling the United States in 1831,” Thompson notes, “Alexis de Tocqueville called 
the Great Lakes ‘the most extraordinary spectacle that I have seen in my life.’ Formed 10,000 
years ago by shifting tectonic plates and glacial ice sheets, the Great Lakes hold 80 percent of  
the freshwater of North America and are home to an immense variety of birds, wildlife and fish. 
The Great Lakes is central to the history and economic expansion of the United States and a 
favorite setting for American novelists, including Ernest Hemingway in The Nick Adams Stories.”

During our voyage, Buzz will talk about the natural and human history of the Great Lakes, the role 
that Frederick Law Olmsted (who designed the Stanford campus) played in protecting Niagara 
Falls, the Great Lakes’ century-old water wars, and the environmental challenges that face the 
Great Lakes today.

  — At Stanford: joined the Stanford Law School faculty in 1986; Robert E. Paradise Professor  
 in Natural Resources Law since 1995; vice dean, Stanford Law School, 1999-2004; founding  
 director of the Law School’s Environmental and Natural Resources Program; the Perry  L.  
 McCarty Director of the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment since 2004; senior  
 fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies since 2001

 — Chairman of the board, the Resources Legacy Fund and the Resources Legacy Fund   
 Foundation; California trustee, The Nature Conservancy; board member, the American  
 Farmland Trust and the Sonoran Institute

Stanford Faculty Leader

G L O r I a  C O r E y,  ’ 5 5 , 
G r E at  r I v E r S  O f 
S O U t h  a m E r I C a 
E x P E d I t I O N ,  2 0 10



“The waters were smooth, the food superb and 
the intellectual component extraordinarily good!”

Stanford Travel/Study
Frances C. Arrillaga Alumni Center
326 Galvez Street
Stanford, CA 94305-6105
(650) 725-1093
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